
THE LEGACY STARTS HERE...



On behalf of everyone at La Retraite, we would like to take this
opportunity to welcome you to our school.

We know how exciting the move to secondary education is for every child and
that is often met with great enthusiasm. However, we understand that many
may feel nervous, and their families find the progression daunting. As such, we
have developed a unique transition programme, incorporating touch points
throughout the Spring and Summer term to ensure a positive start to every
child’s La Retraite education.

A La Retraite education is defined by creating opportunities and opening
doors. We want our students to join our lasting legacy of tenacious,
empathetic, courageous, and powerful young people, who push the
boundaries to make a difference in tomorrow’s world.

We are confident that your child’s time with us will be filled with success,
excitement and opportunity, and that this is the right place for your daughter,
to unleash her potential.

Welcome, to La Retraite.

Mr Malins, Headteacher

Ms McFarlane, Year 7 Learning Co-ordinator

WELCOME



We want your child’s move from primary to secondary to be as smooth
and enjoyable as possible. Our unique transition programme starts the
moment your child is offered a place at La Retraite to ensure they feel
part of our school community, long before their first day.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE KEY FEATURES:

OUR TRANSITION PROGRAMME

MARCH Friendship Afternoon for every child who has been offered a place and their
family - join us for taster activities, meet new teachers, begin building
friendships and find out more about life at La Retraite.

APRIL All About Me Booklets will be issued out, allowing us to find out more about
pupils: their interests, hobbies, concerns and what they are looking forward to.
Make sure to bring it back on Induction Day!

MAY Pupils are invited on-site for a series of workshops to familiarise themselves
with their new environment. Schools are invited to express an interest. 

JUNE One to one interviews with every family – getting to know your child; their
strengths, skills and special talents. These optional meetings provide an
opportunity for parents to return any outstanding forms and ask any questions.
Taking place in June, contact transition@laretraite.co.uk to book a slot.

JULY Welcome back for an Induction Day including workshops, lessons and
activities, to get to know every detail about La Retraite.
Our Information Evening for families discusses expectations and how to
prepare for September.

AUGUST Places are allocated on a first come-first serve for our highly anticipated
Summer School. Filled with exciting workshops and activities, this week-long
event is the perfect preparation before September.
Start to get ready – here you will receive your final checklist, ahead of your
very first day and Summer Challenges booklet, which we hope will keep you
busy completing before September!

SEPTEMBER Long awaited first day! Students begin one day earlier than the rest of the
school allowing them to truly settle in.

Please contact our team with any questions you have:
TRANSITION@LARETRAITE.CO.UK



WHAT OUR YEAR 7s SAY...

LA RETRAITE
ROMAN CATHOLIC GIRLS' SCHOOL

Atkins Road, Clapham Park, London SW12 0AB 
020 8673 5644  •  WWW.LARETRAITE.CO.UK

“I am so happy I chose La Retraite. The teachers make lessons interesting and
fun and there are so many clubs to join – I can’t wait to try them all and I hope
to get on the Scholarship Programme!”

“I was nervous to start secondary school, but everyone at La Retraite was
friendly, supportive and made sure I settled in. I have made so many friends
and teachers do everything they can to help you, to make sure you understand
the work and are comfortable with what you are doing."

“I chose La Retraite because I felt very welcomed when I visited the open
evening, and from then until I joined I felt excited and prepared for September.
The school made a big effort to help us settle in and I met my best friend at
Induction Day!”

“Overall, my experience so far has gone beyond my expectations! I have
enjoyed brand new subjects, lessons made exciting by our brilliant teachers,
and I am looking forward to joining the Combined Cadets Force."

"I wanted to come to La Retraite because I had heard lots of good things
about it from my older sister, who is now in the Sixth Form, and just like her,
I would recommend the school to everyone - it is fantastic. When I get to the
La Retraite 6, I want to study Legal."


