
 
 
 
 

La Retraite Roman Catholic Girls’ School  
– Summer School 2021 

 
Target Group 
A two week summer school was offered over the summer holiday 2021 to all Year 6 students who were starting at La 
Retraite in September 2021.    The summer school was delivered by an external provider Activ Camps. 
 
Aims  
The summer school aimed to support students with the transition from primary to secondary school and to facilitate 
education recovery due to the pandemic (and extended periods of lockdown) which had affected both students’ 
academic progress and their wellbeing. 
 
Planning  
The summer school programme was staffed both by Activ Camps staff and school staff. 
 
Activity Schedule 

• Transitional activities (such as meeting teachers or a tour of the school): Full cohort assembly at beginning 
of each week and celebration performance at end of the two week period.  Attendees were given a tour of 
the school by existing La Retraite teaching staff employed by Activ Camps.  

• Additional subject support (such as English and maths): Daily Literacy and Numeracy classes delivered by 
qualified teaching staff, whilst support staff provided 1:1 or small group interventions as per the Teachers’ 
direction.  

• Sports-based activities, such as team games: Multi-activity afternoons provided throughout the two weeks, 
this included inflatable Friday!  

• Arts-based activities, such as drama and visiting the theatre: Dance and Drama sessions provided by 
specialist staff members. Arts and Crafts sessions included within the project work.  

• Wellbeing-based activities (such as team building or ‘getting-to-know-you’ exercises): Team building and 
communication challenges run throughout the multi-activity afternoons, well-being focused projects work 
and regular circle time, as well as a cohort celebration of their work at the end of the course.  

• Trips: No trips took place as per the request the school  
 
Attendance 
A total of 83 students signed up to the Summer School in June 2021 

 Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

Week 1:  69 75 69 68 65 

Week 2: 54 58 54 54 53 

 
 
Costs 

Income Costs 

DfE Summer School Grant £49,551 

TOTAL £49,551 

Expenditure Costs 

Catering (food costs) £4,980 

Catering (staffing costs) £2,271 

Loss of facilities hire to other providers £4,000 

10 days' additional lettings staff £950 



Activ Camps charges £37,350 

TOTAL £49,551 

 
Impact 
Students, staff and parents/carers were clear in their feedback that the school was a worthwhile and positive 
experience with the following specific points made: 
 

• Teaching staff identified and reinforced gaps in learning 

• Pastoral staff (including Form Tutors) in Year 7 observed that were fewer ‘friendship issues’ in the first half 
term of the autumn term as friendships had been forged over the two-week summer school  

• Parents commented that the summer school made students less anxious about starting school in September 
as, for example, they had familiarised themselves with the school site 

• On the basis of the success of the Summer School, the school is investigating the financial feasibility of 
running a one-week Summer School (managed by an external provider) on an annual basis 

 
 


