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The Level 3 COPE award stands for Certificate of Personal Effectiveness. 

Our award is completely unique at La Retraite and is a compulsory 

Key Stage 5 pastoral programme that you maintain as an e-portfolio. 

Therefore it is currently completed virtually. 

It combines solving the problem to find a volunteering placement, 

research charities, develop workplace skills such as working with 

others, discussion, oral presentation and improving your own learning 

and performance by use of the Unifrog platform. There are ‘drop-

down’ days and specific workshops arranged during Years 12 and 13 to 

support you along the way. 

ASDAN COPE AWARD



Students will earn 16 UCAS points from the completion of the portfolio 

and evidencing the six skills and tasks outlined. It is highly valued by all 

universities and future employers. In particular, it gains you credit for 

full engagement in the pastoral programme supporting your Post-18 

journey. 

You will create an extensive and impressive portfolio in Year 12, 

including developing a cover letter, curriculum vitae, and personal 

statement suited to your skills and professional ambitions. 

You will undertake a range of industry and employability tasks to 

develop your own skills. You will also explore the Leadership in Faith 

RE programme in taught lessons during Year 12.
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Why study Biology at La Retraite?

On the A Level Biology course, in addition to learning all of the necessary 

subject content, you can expect to:

 » Develop analytical skills;

 » Be able to critically evaluate scientific methods and the way that 

data is obtained;

 » Develop an understanding of the importance of Biology, both 

historically, and in modern society;

 » Plan and carry out laboratory techniques to an appropriate level of 

skill and precision.

BIOLOGY



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS          

To be ensured of a place on the 

Biology A Level course, we require 

a minimum of two Level 7 passes 

on the Double Science course, or 

a Level 6 in Biology as a separate 

science.

REQUIRED PRACTICALS          

There is no coursework for the 

course. However, there will be 6 

required practicals to undertake 

each year that you will be assessed 

on during the exam.

CAREER OPTIONS FOR 

BIOLOGISTS     

A range of career options are 

available to biologists including 

biochemistry, bioscience, medicine, 

physiotherapy, nursing, forensic 

science, teaching and more.

AREAS OF STUDY IN YEAR 1          

The course features of range of 

topics including: 

 » Structure and function of 

carbohydrates, lipids, and 

proteins - enzyme action;

 » Structure and role of DNA & RNA

 » Replication - protein synthesis;

 » Mono-hybrid inheritance;

 » Gene mutations.

AREAS OF STUDY IN YEAR 2          

The course features of range of 

topics including: 

 » Control and functioning of heart - 

ventilation and cardiac output;

 » Kidneys;

 » The nervous system;

 » Impact of exercise on body, and 

improving performance;

 » Hormonal co-ordination;

 » Muscle structure;

 » Menstrual cycle;

 » Control of glucose.

BIOLOGY
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The Cambridge Technical Level 3 in Business develops students’ core skills 

and understanding of the requirements of the business sector. Students gain 

hands-on experience and have the opportunity to focus on specific topics such 

as human resources, marketing, accounting and business planning.

This qualification is equivalent to one A Level in terms of size — 360 guided 

learning hours (GLH). The course is structured into 1 x 120 and 4 x 60 GLH 

units. There are two externally examined units and three further units which 

are centre-assessed. 

You will be able to develop skills and an understanding of the Business sector 

by completing a range of units.

LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL
IN BUSINESS



COURSE UNITS          

 » Unit 1 — The Business Environment

 » Unit 2 — Working in Business

 » Unit 4 — Customers and 

Communication

 » Unit 5 — Marketing and Market 

Research

 » Unit 17 — Responsible Business 

Practices

PROGRESSION          

There are many Business courses at 

degree level. Careers can include:

 » Entrepreneur

 » Teachers

 » Accountants

 » Solicitors

 » Journalists

 » Market Analysts

 » Civil Servants

 » Investment Bankers

 » Politicians

 » And any other Business and 

Economic disciplines.

ASSESSMENT          

Every unit achieved will be graded 

as either pass, merit, or distinction. 

Qualifications are graded using 

a pass, merit, distinction and 

distinction* structure. Unit 1 and 2 

have examinations, and Units 4, 5 

and 8 are assignments which are 

marked internally by the centre and 

moderated by OCR.

Unit 1 is comprised of multiple-choice 

questions, short answer and extended 

response questions.

Unit 2 is comprised of short answer 

and extended response questions 

based on a pre-released case study.

BUSINESS
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Why study Chemistry at La Retraite?

On the A Level Chemistry course, in addition to learning all of the necessary 

subject content, you can expect to:

 » Develop analytical skills;

 » Be able to critically evaluate scientific methods and the way that data is 

obtained;

 » Develop an understanding of the importance of Chemistry, both historically, 

and in modern society;

 » Plan and carry out laboratory techniques to an appropriate level of skill and 

precision;

 » Understand and apply knowledge in chemical analysis, including mass 

spectrometry, N.M.R., Infrared spectrometry, and other related techniques.

CHEMISTRY



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS          

To be ensured of a place on the 

Chemistry A Level course, we require 

a minimum of two Level 7 passes on 

the Double Science course, or a Level 

6 in Chemistry as a separate science. 

We also recommend a Level 7 in 

Mathematics.

REQUIRED PRACTICALS          

Students must complete six required 

practicals in year 1 and another six 

in year 2. The types of practicals 

that students must complete are 

qualitative observations, quantitative 

measurements, and preparations.

There is the opportunity for 

students to undertake a multi-

stage experiment, which includes 

the quantitative measurement, and 

preparation in a longer assessment.

WHAT’S ASSESSED?          

 » Paper 1: physical and inorganic 

chemistry (35% of A Level)

 » Paper 2: physical and organic 

chemistry (35% of A Level)

 » Paper 3: practical skills (30% of A 

Level)

AREAS OF STUDY IN YEAR 1          

The course features of range of topics 

including: atomic structure; bonding; 

periodicity; alkanes, energetics; 

kinetics; extraction of metals; and 

analytical techniques.

AREAS OF STUDY IN YEAR 2          

The course features of range of 

topics including: acids and bases; 

nomenclature and isomerism; 

aromatic chemistry; amino acids; 

thermodynamics; and transition 

metals.

CHEMISTRY
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The A Level Creative Arts courses are proudly student-centred. Students 

are encouraged to experiment throughout the course, documenting in a 

sketchbook what has been learned and discovered at every stage.

At any one time within the department, we may have students drawing 

and painting, taking digital photography, using mixed media and collage, 

constructing fashion garments, creating illustrations and installations, fabric 

dyeing, printing, embellishing and surface decorating fabrics with a range of 

textile techniques. 

Students will have access to a Sixth Form Art room and a wide range of 

resources and equipment, with a fantastic Library of art books. Students will 

be supported by enthusiastic tutors who bring with them creative industry 

experience and links to the art world.

CREATIVE ARTS



SPECIALISM         

Students can specialise in Fine Art or 

Textiles.

A LEVEL COURSE INFORMATION          

The course is divided into two 

components: Personal Investigation 

and an Externally Set Assignment.

PERSONAL INVESTIGATION (60%)          

Students will set their own project 

theme in the form of a visual issue 

to be thoroughly investigated. From 

research into a range of artists or 

designers both past and present, 

cultural and historical influences to 

exploration of different techniques 

and media along with observational 

drawings and recordings, students 

will present their findings in a 

sketchbook and produce a personal 

and meaningful final piece(s) alongside 

a written personal study in response 

to their investigations (1000 to 3000 

words total).

EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT 

(40%)         

Students will receive the exam 

paper from AQA on or around the 

2nd January of Year 13. Students will 

select one exam question to respond 

to. Students will have a preparatory 

period to research artists, explore and 

test techniques and media and record 

and draw stimuli in relation to their 

chosen theme. Students will complete 

a practical exam which lasts for 15 

hours. They will produce a personal 

and meaningful piece(s) in response to 

their preparatory work and exam focus 

theme.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS         

Students need to achieve a Level 

6 or above in any GCSE Art & 

Design course for A Level. Students 

below Level 6 will be required to 

take a series of short exercises to 

demonstrate suitability for the course.

CREATIVE ARTS
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Cambridge Technical Level 3 in Digital Media offers specialist pathways 

in digital content for interactive media, and moving image and audio 

production. 

Students will apply their practical skills and knowledge in preparation 

for further study, Higher Education, or the workplace.

Designed in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth of the 

sector, the Cambridge Technicals in Digital media focuses on the skills, 

knowledge, and understanding that today’s universities and employers 

demand.

This qualification offers understanding by empowering students to 

work with media products, production processes, and technologies. 

LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL
IN DIGITAL MEDIA



ASSESSMENT          

Each year will include an externally 

assessed two-hour (80 mark) exam, 

followed by two internally assessed 

units. The units will be awarded either 

a Pass, Merit, or Distinction.

FACILITIES          

Purpose built media suite equipped 

with dual screens for each student and 

Adobe Premiere editing software. We 

also have a green screen space and 

filming space for CGI and for YouTube 

vlogging.

PROGRESSION          

The course is suitable for:

 » Learners studying in preparation for 

employment in Media;

 » Learners wishing to gain a 

Foundation or Technical Diploma to 

support further study in Further and 

Higher Education in Media. 

YEAR 12 CERTIFICATE          

Term 1 — Unit 1: Media Products and 

Audiences (Exam)

Term 2 — Unit 22: Scripting for Media 

Products (Coursework)

Term 3 — Unit 3: Create a Media 

Product (Coursework)

YEAR 13 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE     

Term 1 — Unit 2: Pre-Production and 

Planning (Exam)

Term 2 — Unit 21: Plan and 

Deliver a Pitch for a Media Product 

(Coursework) 

Term 3 — Unit 20: Advertising Media 

(Coursework)

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

OPPORTUNITIES  

These include:

 » Cinema trips;

 » Visits to media institutions, such 

as the British Board of Film 

Classification;

 » Visits from media industry specialists.

DIGITAL MEDIA
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Do you wish to pursue a degree or career in any of the Performing 

Arts? Are you a good team player? Are you a good observer? Do you 

enjoy watching plays and playing? If you have answered ‘yes’ to one or 

more of these questions, Drama and Theatre Studies could be the right 

choice for you.

A Level Drama provides the opportunity for students to take part in 

public and examination performances of published, scripted plays, 

whilst exploring, examining, and interpreting a range of set texts. 

Utilising methods and theories of theatre practitioners, Stanislavki, 

Brecht, and Artaud, students will critically appraise professional 

theatrical performances, and devise and experiment with their own 

imaginative and creative ideas.

DRAMA



COURSE REQUIREMENTS          

The La Retraite course requirement 

for A Level courses applies, including 

a minimum level 6 in English at GCSE 

level. It is useful to have studied 

Drama and Theatre Studies, though it 

is not essential.

BENEFITS OF THE COURSE          

This course will develop your practical 

skills in Drama, and also enrich your 

aesthetic awareness of theatre. 

Through analysis, discussion, and 

active participation, you will gain a 

comprehensive understanding of the 

performing arts. You should be keen 

on acting and have some feeling for 

the visual and technical aspects of 

theatre. 

Central to your progression and 

achievement on the course is the 

opportunity to visit theatres and 

produce your own work and the 

scripted works of notable playwrights.

WHY STUDY DRAMA AND THEATRE 

STUDIES AT LA RETRAITE?          

You will be taught by passionate and 

experienced teachers who enjoy 

teaching you.

We have excellent links with the Young 

Vic theatre who provide free theatre 

tickets.

We have designated Drama spaces for 

practical work and projects.

We are always open to creating new 

opportunities to develop the subject. 

We set high expectations in all areas 

of work.

RECOMMENDED READING          

 » ‘An Actor Prepares’ by Constantin 

Stanislavki

 » ‘Hedda Gabler’ by Henrik Ibsen

 » ‘Fences’ by August Wilson

DRAMA
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The EAL department welcomes and supports new arrivals to the school, 

providing induction classes for new EAL students and in-class literacy 

and numeracy support for students, working in partnership with 

different faculties and subjects. Approximately 40 different languages 

are spoken across the school, the most common of which are Spanish 

and Portuguese, as well as Italian, German, Polish and Russian.

We prepare and enter students for GCSE and A Level examinations in 

their community languages, as well as supporting students in Home 

Learning clubs before and after school. We provide interpreting and 

translation services for parents who do not speak English, and liaise 

with outside agencies and community schools.

ENGLISH AS AN 
ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE



SPANISH & PORTUGUESE SUPPORT          

We offer Portuguese classes, working 

in partnership with the Portuguese 

Consulate. We also offer Spanish 

classes to Spanish-speaking students 

to improve their literacy in their first 

language.

We regularly celebrate students’ 

achievements with certificates for 

progress and reward students by 

offering a range of brilliant trips and 

events.

OUR OBJECTIVES          

We aim to recognise students’ 

multilingualism, and maintain 

and increase links with different 

communities and organisations.

We encourage students to take part 

in various competitions, such as essay 

and song-writing competitions, in 

order to practice and stretch their 

language skills within real-world 

applications.

BENEFITS OF EAL          

Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking 

students are succeeding at GCSE 

and A Level due to the extra support 

classes taking place after school 

that are being offered by Mr Orjales 

Mourente and Ms Ferreira. Data shows 

that students who continue to read, 

write and improve their literacy in their 

home language do better in English 

too.

We provide 1-to-1 meetings for 

parents in home languages with 

EAL staff, to support them in 

understanding the school system 

and how to support their children. 

Students who speak other languages 

are valued and use their skills to 

help others as a buddy or as young 

interpretors. They have previously 

taken part in projects run by University 

College, London and the BBC to show 

how their skills have helped.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
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The Economics course, consisting of three externally examined 

papers, is structured into four themes: Introduction to Markets and 

Market Failure; The UK Economy - Performances and Policies; Business 

Behaviour and the Labour Market; and A Global Perspective.

Students build knowledge and understanding of core Economic models 

and concepts in Themes 1 and 2, and then build on this and apply their 

knowledge to more complex concepts and models in Themes 3 and 4. 

Students will need to apply their knowledge to both familiar and 

unfamiliar contexts in their assessments, and demonstrate an awareness 

of current Economic events and policies.

ECONOMICS



THEME 1 — INTRODUCTION TO 

MARKETS & MARKET FAILURE          

This theme focuses on micro-economic 

concepts. Students will develop 

an understanding of the nature of 

economics, how markets work, and 

market failure.

THEME 2 — THE UK ECONOMY          

This theme focuses on macro-

economic concepts. Students 

will develop an understanding of 

measures of economic performances, 

aggregate demand, aggregate supply, 

and national income.

THEME 3 — BUSINESS BEHAVIOUR 

& THE LABOUR MARKET          

This theme focuses on Business 

Economics. Students will develop an 

understanding of business growth, 

business, objectives, revenues, costs, 

profits, market structures, the labour 

market, and government intervention.

THEME 4 — A GLOBAL 

PERSPECTIVE          

This theme applies previous concepts 

in a global context. Students will 

develop an understanding of 

international economics, poverty and 

inequality, emerging and developing 

economies, the financial sector, and 

the role of the state in the macro-

economy.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES          

Success on this course could lead to 

many Business and Economics courses 

at degree level. Possible career fields 

include: teaching, accounting, law, 

journalism, market analysis, investment 

banking, and politics, among others.

ECONOMICS
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The AQA English Literature B specification encourages students to 

read widely, critically, and independently. We cover a range of classic 

and modern prose, poetic and dramatic texts. The course encourages 

dynamic and challenging discussions. 

You must love reading if you are to make a success of this course; if 

you raise your eyebrows when given a proper book to read, then this 

course is not for you! 

All students will sit Paper 1 as a mock in Year 12 and we expect most 

students to complete the A Level in their second year.

ENGLISH LITERATURE



PAPER 1 — ASPECTS OF TRAGEDY          

Worth 40% of your overall grade, 

students will answer a passage-

based question on ‘Othello’, an 

essay question on ‘Othello’, and will 

compare aspects of tragedy in ‘Death 

of a Salesman’ and the poetry of John 

Keats.

PAPER 2 — ELEMENTS OF CRIME          

Worth 40% of your overall grade, 

students will answer passage-based 

question on an unseen crime text, an 

essay question on 19th Century poetry, 

or Agatha Christie, or Kate Atkinson, 

and compare elements of crime in the 

two texts not selected for the previous 

question.

NON-EXAMINATION ASSESSMENTS 

(NEA)          

Worth 20% of your overall grade, 

students will write a 1,250-word essay 

on a novel, and a 1,250-word essay on 

Grace Nichols’ poetry.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS          

 » Level 6 in GCSE English Literature;

 » Level 5 in GCSE English Language;

 » A love of reading.

EXTRACURRICULAR          

 » Theatre trips;

 » Debating;

 » Lectures and key speaker events.

PROGRESSION          

English Literature is highly recognised 

by all universities; it is the traditional 

English A Level subject, and therefore 

very highly regarded as a qualification. 

The key skill of critical analysis and 

clear expression are beneficial for 

every higher education course.

RELATED DEGREES & CAREERS          

Degrees in English Literature & 

Language, Drama, History, Philosophy, 

Classics, and more.

Careers in Law, Journalism, Film, 

Publishing, Marketing, and more.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
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An Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) at Level 3 is equivalent to half an 

A Level, and allows you to gain an A* - E grade (worth a maximum of 28-16 

new UCAS points), and develops relevant independent learning skills such as 

referencing, project management and presentation. 

You will plan and complete a substantial independent project of your choice, 

creating either an artefact, a written report equivalent to 5,000 words, an 

investigation or a performance/event. You will also design and deliver a 

10-minute presentation about your project to an audience, including teacher-

assessors, with a 5-minute question-and-answer session which contributes 

to your overall assessment. All projects must be about a topic you are not 

studying on another syllabus at A Level.

This course is currently being delivered 100% virtually using two online learning 

platforms. This allows students to plan their minimum 120 hours around their 

learning and KS5 pastoral activities.

EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION



ASSESSMENT          

For the Extended Project Qualification 

course, there is no exam.  The course  

is assessed based on 100% internal 

assessment and external moderation. 

LEARNING HOURS & INDEPENDENT 

RESEARCH          

You will have a total of 120+ learning 

hours which is comprised of a 

minimum of 40 taught hours via virtual 

learning, including mentoring, over 

the span of 18 months and a minimum 

of 90+ hours of independent research, 

learning or planning.

FUTURE STUDIES          

Students who have completed 

the EPQ have gained offers from 

Oxbridge, study Medicine at Kings 

College London and UCL, Law at 

SOAS, PPE at Southampton, Law 

at Warwick, SOAS and York, and 

Economics at LSE.

WIDENING YOUR SKILLS          

This is an exceptional opportunity to 

develop your research, academic, and 

independent learning skills to carry out 

an in-depth piece of work subject to 

approval.  Previous topics for research 

have included Medicine, Law, the Arts, 

History and Combative Sports. The 

skills learned on this course are highly 

valued by both Oxbridge and Russell 

Group universities.

TAUGHT SKILLS TOPICS          

 »  Introduction & Planning skills 

 »  Writing a proposal & using future 

learn

 »  Sources and research 

 »  1-1 mentoring twice a term

 »  Collecting & handling data 

 »  Planning & time management 

 »  Writing and referencing skills 

 »  Evaluating proofing & editing skills 

 »  Presentation skills 

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION
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A Level French will enable students to develop their linguistic skills 

alongside their understanding of the culture and society of the countries 

where French is spoken.

Students will study technological and social change, looking at diversity 

and the benefits it brings. They will study highlights of French-speaking 

artistic culture, including francophone music and cinema, and learn 

about political engagement, and who wields political power in the 

French-speaking world.

We provide an exciting range of extracurricular activities, including 

visits abroad, film and theatre trips, and after school individual speaking 

practice.

FRENCH



COURSE CONTENT          

Students will explore the influence 

of the past on present-day French-

speaking communities. Throughout 

their studies, they learn the language 

in the context of French-speaking 

countries, and issues and influences 

which have shaped them.

Students will study texts and film, and 

will have the opportunity to carry out 

independent research on an area of 

their choice.

LISTENING, READING & WRITING 

SKILLS          

Comprising 50% of the overall grade, 

students will study aspects of French-

speaking society and current trends, 

current social issues, artistic culture in 

the French-speaking world; aspects of 

political life, and French grammar.

SPEAKING SKILL          

Comprising 30% of the overall grade, 

students will construct an individual 

research project on one of four sub-

themes within the context of French-

speaking society: current trends; 

current issues; artistic culture; and 

aspects of political life.

WRITING SKILL          

Comprising 20% of the overall grade, 

students will extensively study one 

text and one film, or two texts, from 

the list set in the specification, as well 

as comprehensive study of French 

grammar.

PROGRESSION          

Relevant degrees include French, 

Translating and Interpreting, 

Linguistics, Joint Honours with Law 

and International Relations.

Relevant careers include translating, 

teaching, international development 

and journalism.

FRENCH
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The A Level Further Mathematics course involves two branches 

of Mathematics: Pure Mathematics and Applied Mathematics.

When you study Decision Maths, you will learn how to follow a clear set of 

instructions through graphs, networks, and algorithms. You will begin to 

develop a greater understanding of computer programming and the use of 

computers in solving large-scale problems. Mechanics is a practical application 

of Mathematics. It considers how we can use Mathematics to model real-life 

situations and how best to solve physical problems.

When studying Further Pure Mathematics at A Level, you will be extending 

your knowledge of such topics as algebra and trigonometry, as well as learning 

some brand new ideas such as complex numbers.

FURTHER MATHS



COURSE REQUIREMENTS          

Students interested in starting an A 

Level in Mathematics are expected 

to have achieved at least a Grade 7 

in GCSE Maths and covered all the 

material in the Higher Tier. 

In addition, students will be expected 

to be able to use the material listed 

below whenever it is required. This 

material, together with the GCSE 

material, is regarded as assumed 

background knowledge. 

There are several guides available 

which you may find useful in 

augmenting your understanding of 

GCSE concepts.

ASSESSMENT          

Further Mathematics has a simple 

50:50 split between compulsory and 

optional elements, with familiar option 

choices and defined content.

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE          

The following should be considered as 

assumed knowledge: 

 » Use of fractions;

 » The laws of indices for positive, 

negative, and fractional powers;

 » Problems involving ration and 

proportion;

 » Elementary Trigonometry: use of sine 

and cosine rules

 » Elementary Algebra: solving linear 

equations, simultaneous equations, 

and quadratic equations;

 » Manipulation of Algebra: rearranging 

formulas and simplifying expressions;

 » The equation of a straight line: 

gradient and intercept;

 » Use of statistical diagrams: 

histograms, cumulative frequency 

curves, box plots, stem and leaf 

diagrams, scatter diagrams; 

Elementary probability: tree 

diagrams and two way tables.

FURTHER MATHS
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What are the impacts of natural hazards? What economic forces drive the 

global economy? How can we manage the disparity between the least and 

most developed countries? How can we meet the challenge of rapid population 

growth? Can we save the countryside from over-development before it’s too 

late? Is it too late to stop global warming? Who influences our decisions about 

the future? These are just some of the questions you’ll investigate through the 

A Level Geography course.

A Level Geography is suitable for students who have an interest and concern 

for the environment, are interested in current affairs, and enjoy finding their 

own answers and solving problems. Geography is a highly respected academic 

A level.  It is commonly asked for in universities’ entry requirements, regardless 

of the course you’re applying to – this makes it a good choice to keep your 

degree or future career choice options open.

GEOGRAPHY



UNIT 1 — DYNAMIC LANDSCAPES          

This unit looks at the physical 

processes that shape our planet and 

humans’ interactions with them. Topics 

studied will include tectonic process 

and hazards, the water cycle and water 

insecurity, the carbon cycle and energy 

security, and coastal landscapes and 

change. 

Assessment: 30% of final GCE grade, 

with a 2-hour examination.

UNIT 2 — DYNAMIC PLACES          

This unit looks at human geography, 

the relationships between humans 

on a variety of scales - local, national, 

and international. Topics studied 

include globalisation, shaping places, 

superpowers, global development and 

connections, health, human rights and 

intervention. 

Assessment: 30% of final GCE grade, 

with a 2-hour examination.

UNIT 3 — SYNOPTIC LINKS          

This is a resource-based examination. 

Students will answer a variety of 

short- and long-answer questions 

on a geographical issue. They will 

be looking at the players involved, 

the attitudes and actions, as well as 

the futures and uncertainties. This is 

a synoptic unit which links the three 

themes and is rooted in two or more 

of the compulsory content areas.

Assessment: 20% of final GCE grade, 

with a 1 hour, 45 minute examination.

COURSEWORK          

Students will complete a fieldwork 

investigation on a topic of their 

choice. This can be either human- or 

physical-based, or a combination of 

the two. 

Assessment: 20% of final GCE grade, 

internally assessed and externally 

moderated.

GEOGRAPHY
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The Health & Social Care qualification is for learners 16-years old or 

over, who want to study Health Science, Social Care, or Child Care, and 

is equivalent to 1 A Level. 

This qualification isn’t just about caring for babies, the elderly, or the 

ill; it will provide you with the skills, knowledge, and understanding 

to progress into Higher Education on a Health and Social Care-related 

programme, such as Health and Social Care, Nursing, Social Work, or 

Early Childhood Studies. Working in stimulating environments such as 

hospitals, nurseries, and care homes. There is a range of extracurricular 

opportunities available, including working in environments such as 

hospitals and clinics, and visits to schools, nurseries, hospices, and 

elderly care homes.

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE



IS THIS QUALIFICATION RIGHT FOR 

ME?          

This qualification is part of the 

Cambridge Technicals in Health 

and Social Care at levels 2, 3, 

and 4. Normally, students would 

choose to study this Health & Social 

Care qualification because they 

have successfully gained level 2 

qualifications in a similar or related 

subject. However, there are no 

formal entry requirements for this 

qualification.

ASSESSMENT          

Assessment is comprised of 50% 

coursework and 50% examination. 

This qualification is assessed using a 

combination of external assessment, 

which is set and marked by OCR, and 

internal assessment, where worked 

is marked by your teacher and 

externally-moderated by OCR.

WHAT DOES THIS QUALIFICATION 

COVER?          

You will take six units, made up of 

mandatory and optional units. There 

will be 3 exam units and 2 coursework 

units.

COURSE UNITS          

Mandatory units include: building 

positive relationships in Health & 

Social Care; equality, diversity, and 

rights in Health & Social Care; health, 

safety, and security in Health & Social 

Care; and anatomy and physiology for 

Health & Social Care. Optional units 

include: sexual health, reproduction, 

and early development stages; and 

nutrition for health and social care.

These units will give you an 

understanding of Health & Social 

Care in wider contexts of different 

environments where care takes 

place, the importance of legislation 

and communication, and delivery of 

person-centred care.

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
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There are many different reasons to study History, as it is a fantastic 

combination of all the other school  subjects. There are many arguments 

over the importance of History, and these still go on today. You should 

study History if you wish to learn how and why the world, and its 

peoples, came to be as they are today.

History asks: “How did things get to be this way?” There is nothing 

in the world that does not become more intriguing and far more 

mysterious - once we recognise the complicated events and causes that 

led to its creation.

As a historian, you develop your analytical and independent thinking 

skills, as well as having the opportunity to form education opinions of 

your own.

HISTORY



WHY STUDY A LEVEL HISTORY AT 

LA RETRAITE?          

Advanced Level History is a 

challenging and rewarding course. 

It is a highly-regarded qualification, 

which opens up many possible career 

opportunities for the future.

The very nature of the subject equips 

all its students with the breadth of 

mind and knowledge necessary to play 

an active role as tomorrow’s citizens.

History enables students to 

continually improve their written 

and presentational skills, and 

encourages you to be an open-

minded independent thinker. Such an 

academic approach is essential for any 

prospective university candidate.

EXTRACURRICULAR          

We take part in many informative 

seminars, lectures and trips to 

enhance understanding and learning.

COURSE CONTENT          

 » Britain Transformed 1918-1997

 » The USA, c1920-1955: Boom, Bust 

and Recovery

 » The Witch Craze in Britain, Europe 

and North America, c1580-1750

 » Independent study on the nature of 

Hitler’s dictatorship

VALUABLE SKILLS          

A number of key skills have 

been identified, which have both 

intrinsic value and are regarded 

by employers and universities as 

vital in a prospective employee or 

undergraduate: communication 

(verbal and written); analytical skills; 

the use of ICT; the development of 

independent thought; and the ability 

to work independently.

HISTORY
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The Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT is equivalent to one 

A Level in terms of size - 360 guided learning hours. The course is 

structured into 2 x 90 GHL  units and 3 x 60 GHL units.

There are two externally-examined units and three further units which 

are  internally assessed, which will make up a specialist pathway called 

‘IT Infrastructure Technician’. You will be able to develop skills and 

understanding of the IT sector by completing a range of units. 

Students will have access to two specialist ICT suites with modern, 

networked workstations.

LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL
IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY



ASSESSMENT          

Every unit achieved will be graded 

as ‘pass’, ‘merit’, or ‘distinction’. 

Qualifications are graded using the 

‘Pass’, ‘Merit’, ‘Distinction’, and 

‘Distinction*’ structure.

Unit 1 and 2 both have associated 

examinations. Units 5, 12, and 

13 have assignments which are 

marked internally by the centre and 

moderated by OCR.

Unit 1 is comprised of multiple choice 

questions, short answer questions, and 

extended response questions. Unit 

2 is comprised of short answer and 

extended response questions based 

on a pre-released case study.

PROGRESSION          

The course is appropriate for degrees 

in: Information Systems; Programming; 

Interface Design; Software 

Development; Database Design; 

Business; Law; and Media.

COURSE UNITS          

Year 12:

 » Unit 1 - Fundamentals of IT

 » Unit 2 - Global Information

Year 13:

 » Unit 5 - Virtual & Augmented Reality

 » Unit 12 - Mobile Technology

 » Unit 13 - Social Media and Digital 

Marketing

Throughout the course, you will be 

focusing on the fast-changing pace of 

technological developments. You will 

have an opportunity to develop your 

knowledge and understandings of ICT 

systems. This will allow you to gain 

wider skills and attributes within ICT, 

building up a portfolio.

EXTRACURRICULAR          

There will be an opportunity to visit 

organisations which have a significant 

influence within the wider world of 

computers.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
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Mathematics is a human activity; it is challenging work, often fun and very 

rewarding intellectually. The study of Mathematics to an advanced level can 

be interesting and enjoyable. Student like its challenge, clarity, and the fact 

that you know you are right. Finding the solution to a problem is exciting and 

satisfying. You will find these aspects in the A Level course.

Mathematics is a very important area, advancing at a spectacular rate. 

Mathematics is about patterns and structures, logical analysis, deduction, 

and calculations within these patterns and structures. Mathematics has an 

enormous influence on our everyday lives; from budgeting your monthly 

outgoings to predicting the level of energy you will use. Furthermore, 

mathematical techniques and models are being used to resolve the world’s 

current economic challenges.

MATHEMATICS



COURSE REQUIREMENTS          

Students interested in A Level 

Mathematics are expected to have 

achieved at least a grade 7 in GCSE 

Maths and covered all the material in 

the Higher Tier. 

In addition, students will be expected 

to be able to use the material listed 

below whenever it is required. This 

material, together with the GCSE 

material, is regarded as assumed 

background knowledge. There are 

several guides available which you 

may find useful in augmenting your 

understanding of GCSE concepts.

ASSESSMENT          

The A Level Mathematics qualification 

offers a simple three-paper model, 

with defined content and calculator 

usage allowed in all three papers.

PURE MATHEMATICS          

When studying Pure Mathematics at 

A Level, you will be extending your 

knowledge of such topics as algebra 

and trigonometry, as well as learning 

some brand new ideas such as 

calculus. If you enjoyed the challenge 

of solving problems at GCSE level, 

using such mathematical techniques, 

then you should find this course very 

appealing.

APPLIED MATHEMATICS          

In studying Statistics, you will learn 

how to analyse and summarise 

numerical data in order to arrive at 

conclusions about it. 

Mechanics is a practical application 

of Mathematics. It considers how we 

can use Mathematics to model real-

life situations and how best to solve 

physical problems.

MATHEMATICS
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A Level Music is a hugely enjoyable course for any students who have a love 

and passion for music. Students who typically opt to study the course will have 

studied GCSE Music. However, if a student has passed Grade 5 ABRSM, or 

equivalent, Music Theory examination, and the Grade 5 Practical examination 

on their specialist instrument (or voice), the students will then be considered 

to study Music in Year 12. The department currently follows the Edexcel A 

Level specification. 

Students receive six 50-minute lessons of Music every week (formed of three 

double lessons). Students will also receive a 30-minute compulsory singing/

instrumental lesson. Students must be able to play/sing their first study to 

Grade 5 ABRSM level (or equivalent qualification) at the start of the course.

MUSIC



COURSE STANDARDS & 

EXPECTATIONS          

As with GCSE study, the department 

expects work to be of a very high 

standard. As a consequence, students 

must spend at least 6 hours outside 

of lesson time working on material. To 

assist with this, students are provided 

with specialist music software in school 

to use, as well as tutorial coaching.

SKILLS REQUIRED          

The skills you will use during the 

course include: performing on your 

instrument; performing on the 

keyboard; singing; composing (using 

Sibelius 7 software and Logic Pro); 

analysing sheet music; recognising and 

identifying features of music that you 

listen to; essay writing; discussion.

Musical traditions that are studied in 

detail include: Western Classical; Jazz; 

and Stage Musicals.

PERFORMING          

Comprising 30% of the course, this 

component requires students to 

perform a programme of pieces that 

total a minimum of 8 minutes, and the 

standard of difficulty is set at Grade 7.

COMPOSING          

Comprising 30% of the course, This 

component requires students to 

compose two pieces of music that 

total a minimum of 6 minutes.

APPRAISING          

Comprising 40% of the course, this 

component requires students to 

sit a 2-hour listening and written 

examination that assesses students’ 

ability to analyse and contextualise 

pieces of music. The pieces cover 

vocal music, instrumental music, music 

for film, popular music and jazz, fusion, 

and new directions.

MUSIC
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Philosophy encourages us to explore and challenge our assumptions 

about what we are, how we think, and the nature of the world around 

us. It encourages questions and often the only answer provided is 

doubt. Philosophy puts religion and belief on trial and questions the 

implications of certain religious moralities. God’s very existence is 

placed in the dock with some of the greatest philosophers acting in 

defence and prosecution – and the pupils playing the role of judge and 

jury. 

It encourages students to be sceptical of experts as well as their own 

beliefs and to be doubtful of their capacity to know they are right. 

The aims of the course are to study core philosophical, theological and 

ethical theories and learn to evaluate them critically.

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS



KEY QUESTIONS          

 » Why are we here?

 » Does the existence of Evil disprove 

the existence of God?

 » Can we Philosophically prove the 

existence of a divine being?

 » Is modern society sexually immoral?

 » Can making money be ethical? If so, 

why are so many companies immoral

 » Is religion a waste of time?

PROGRESSION          

The study of Philosophy and Ethics 

at A Level is engaging, academically 

rigorous and excellent preparation 

for a wide range of courses at degree 

level. It is an A Level subject that you 

can combine with any others. The 

study of philosophical, theological 

and ethical theories which underpin 

and structure our world today provide 

an understanding which informs 

engagement with key themes in 

politics, law, medicine, education, 

human rights journalism and religion.

ASSESSMENT          

Throughout the topics, students will 

complete essays to replicate exam 

questions. Students will be expected 

to demonstrate an understanding 

of key philosophers and be able to 

critique their ideas. 

There will also be mock exams 

throughout the year to test knowledge 

on all topics 

All final assessment takes place at 

the end of Year 13 where there will 

be three exams. Each exam is worth 

120 marks and the exams are 2 hours 

long. Students will write three 40 mark 

essays in each exam.

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS
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Physics represents what the world has all but lost today - purity of 

thought, an escape to reality; to the real world. The world where 

technicalities and logic rules. It provides reason and knowledge.

On the A Level Physics course, in addition to learning all of the 

necessary subject content, you can expect to: develop analytical skills; 

be able to critically evaluate scientific methods and the way that data 

is obtained; develop an understanding of the importance of Physics, 

both historically, and in modern society; plan and carry out laboratory 

techniques to an appropriate level of skill and precision; and develop 

problem solving ability using mathematics throughout.

PHYSICS



EXAM INFORMATION          

In year 1, there will be 2 90-minute 

examinations, with 15% of questions 

as practical-based.

In year 2, there will be 3 2-hour 

examinations, with 15% of questions 

as practical-based.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS          

To be ensured of a place on the 

Physics A Level course, we require a 

minimum of two Level 7 passes on the 

Double Science course, or a Level 6 in 

Physics as a separate science. 

We also recommend a Level 7 in 

Mathematics.

PROGRESSION          

Career options for Physicists 

include:  Biomedical Imaging; Fusion 

Energy; Quantum Fields; Computer 

Science; Earth Science; Meteorology; 

Nanotechnology; Engineering; and 

Teaching.

AREAS OF STUDY IN YEAR 1          

 » Mechanics;

 » Rectilinear motion;

 » Forces; Waves;

 » Refraction;

 » Polarisation;

 » Diffraction;

 » The wave/particle nature of light;

 » Photo-electricity;

 » Quantum energy levels;

 » Electricity, current and resistance.

AREAS OF STUDY IN YEAR 2          

 » Further mechanics;

 » Momentum; 

 » Circular motion;

 » Simple harmonic motion;

 » Gravitational fields; Faraday’s Law

 » Transformers

 » Nuclear decay

 » Rutherford’s model of the atom; 

Internal energy;

 » Specific heat capacity;

 » Ideal gas laws;

 » Fission and fusion;

 » E=mc2.

PHYSICS
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Why study Politics at all? Why is it important to me? It is because Politics 

affects everything we do in our lives. Politics is the driving force in how and 

where we live, communicate, and recreate. Politics touches everything in our 

life and that is what precisely makes us love Politics. It is not just a hobby; it 

is our civil duty to care, follow, and help shape our Politics. It is important we 

have a voice, and by studying Politics, it is our way to have one.

We have to realise that most of what we cherish in this nation is a result of the 

political process. Just as these good things were attained through the political 

process, they can be taken away by the political process. That is why politics is 

so important. Politics colours the canvas of our lives every day. Politics is too 

important to be apathetic about.

POLITICS



WHY STUDY POLITICS?          

An understanding of Politics is an 

understanding of the world around 

us. By studying Politics, students 

are prepared for many forms of 

employment as well as further study. 

They will gain many analytical and 

practical skills, including the ability 

to conduct research, oral and written 

communication and IT - all of which 

are invaluable in today’s employment 

market.

The broad-ranging yet highly relevant 

qualification will prove invaluable 

in whatever degree or career you 

choose.

MODULES          

We have started a new specification 

covering a range of concepts and 

topics including democracy and 

parliament, the US political system, 

Conservatism, Liberalism, Socialism 

and Feminism.

WHAT SKILLS TO I GAIN BY 

STUDYING POLITICS?          

When you study Politics, you will be 

taught not what to think, but how 

to think, including: how to gather 

relevant information and construct 

arguments in a logical way; how to 

deepen your understanding of a range 

of political phenomena; how to form 

independent judgements about some 

of the major controversies of our age.

You will discover how the key concepts 

in Politics, such as justice, freedom, 

or equality are contested, and you 

will gain a broad understanding of 

such important issues as democracy, 

political participation, globalisation, 

environmentalism, feminism, and the 

links between Politics and economic 

performance.

POLITICS
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Psychology is the scientific study of the human mind and behaviour. Psychology 

is a multifaceted discipline and includes many subfields of research such as 

health, clinical, social, developmental, cognitive and biological processes. 

This course allows students to develop a range of independent learning skills 

such as organisation, mathematical, research, examination, writing and design, 

that are modelled in class and sequenced across Years 12 and 13. 

Current research directs us that there is a mental health crisis looming with 

rising rates of anxiety, depression, and addictions. In addition to this, the 

course reflects current British Values such as democracy and law by the options 

chosen in year 2 such as gender, addiction and schizophrenia.

A range of issues and debates are examined synoptically during this course such 

as freewill and determinism, the use of idiographic vs nomothetic approaches 

and ethical implications of research. 

PSYCHOLOGY



PAPER 1 — INTRODUCTORY TOPICS 

IN PSYCHOLOGY          

Comprised of a 2-hour exam worth 

one-third of the total grade, students 

are required to answer questions on 

social influence, memory, attachment, 

and psychology.

PAPER 2 — PSYCHOLOGY IN 

CONTEXT          

Comprised of a 2-hour exam worth 

one-third of the total grade, students 

are required to answer questions 

on approaches, biopsychology, and 

research methods.

PAPER 3 — ISSUES AND OPTIONS 

IN PSYCHOLOGY          

Comprised of a 2-hour exam worth 

one-third of the total grade, students 

are required to answer questions 

on issues and debates, gender, 

schizophrenia and addiction.

ASSESSED SKILLS          

All papers assess mathematics, 

statistics and research methods. All 

papers and sections require AO1, AO2 

& AO3 skills.

CAREERS IN PSYCHOLOGY          

A Level Psychology can lead to a 

number of rewarding professions, 

including:

 » Routes into medicine and the NHS

 » Educational psychologist

 » Clinical psychologist

 » Neuropsychology

 » Health psychology

 » Business psychology

FURTHER INFORMATION          

Visit bps.org.uk for more information.

PSYCHOLOGY
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Route2Three is a tailored study programme to help prepare you with 

the knowledge, skills and behaviours to progress onto a Level 3 course. 

You will develop professional skills for industry as well as personal, 

social and employability skills. 

The course includes a level 2 qualification in English, Maths, Digital 

and Business. You will also be provided with the opportunity to gain 

valuable sector specific work experience. 

By the end of this programme you will significantly enhance your chance 

of successful progression onto and completion of a T Level or other 

Level 3 course.

ROUTE2THREE



Are you interested in people? Do you wonder what fuels our apparent fixation 

with celebrity? Is it just gossip in a modern form? Is it that it provides endless, 

easily-obtained content for our multiplying TV channels, newspapers, and 

magazines? Could it be both? Or even something much more profound about 

the class system of modern Britain? You may already be thinking ‘But class 

doesn’t mean anything anymore’. Are you sure? 

Sociology is the study of how society is organised, and how we experience 

life. It has been taught in British universities since the very beginning of the 

twentieth century, first the London School of Economics, and soon after at 

Liverpool University. These and other pioneering departments did ground-

breaking research in major social issues, such as poverty and crime.

SOCIOLOGY



WHAT SKILLS WILL I GAIN 

THROUGH STUDYING SOCIOLOGY          

You will gain a range of very valuable 

skills. You will learn how to work 

independently. You will learn how 

to find information, extract what is 

important from it, and turn it into an 

argument. Skills include:

 » Working as part of a team;

 » Interpreting statistics;

 » Conducting primary research;

 » Evaluating sociological research;

 » Writing analytical essays.

Take these skills together with your 

insights into the workings of society, 

and it is not surprising that a very wide 

range of employers see a Sociology 

degree as highly relevant.

Beyond this, many people today study 

Sociology for the personal enrichment 

it brings them, broadening their 

minds, and enabling them to see their 

world in new and interesting ways.

COURSE TOPICS          

Topics within the new A Level 

specification includes:

 » The sociology of education, with 

theory and methods (compulsory);

 » Culture and identity;

 » Families and households;

 » Crime and deviance, with theory and 

methods (compulsory);

 » Beliefs in society;

 » Global development;

 » The Media;

 » Stratification and differentiation.

EXTRACURRICULAR          

Students visit the Inner London Crown 

Court to watch the Criminal Justice 

system in action, and attend student 

conferences and trips.

SOCIOLOGY
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A Level Spanish will enable students to develop their linguistic skills 

alongside their understanding of the culture and society of the countries 

where Spanish is spoken.

Students will study technological and social change, looking at the 

multicultural nature of Hispanic society. They will study highlights of 

Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on Spanish regional identity, 

and the cultural heritage of past civilisations. They will learn about 

aspects of the diverse political landscape of the Hispanic world.

We provide an exciting range of extracurricular activities, including 

visits abroad, film and theatre trips, and after school individual speaking 

practice.

SPANISH



COURSE CONTENT          

Students will explore the influence 

of the past on present-day Hispanic 

communities. Throughout their 

studies, they learn the language in 

the context of Hispanic countries, 

and issues and influences which have 

shaped them. 

Students will study texts and film, and 

will have the opportunity to carry out 

independent research on an area of 

their choice.

LISTENING, READING & WRITING 

SKILLS          

Comprising 50% of the overall grade, 

students will study aspects of French-

speaking society and current trends, 

current social issues, artistic culture in 

the Spanish-speaking world; aspects 

of political life, and Spanish grammar.

SPEAKING SKILL          

Comprising 30% of the overall grade, 

students will construct an individual 

research project on one of four sub-

themes within the context of Spanish-

speaking society: current trends; 

current issues; artistic culture; and 

aspects of political life.

WRITING SKILL          

Comprising 20% of the overall grade, 

students will extensively study one 

text and one film, or two texts, from 

the list set in the specification, as well 

as comprehensive study of Spanish 

grammar.

PROGRESSION          

Relevant degrees include Spanish, 

Translating and Interpreting, 

Linguistics, Joint Honours with Law 

and International Relations. Relevant 

careers include translating, teaching, 

international development and 

journalism.

SPANISH

La Retraite 6 — Faith  •  Values  •  Excellence



The Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport & Physical Activity course is a 

refreshing and exciting 2-year qualification which is equivalent to one A Level. 

It has practical and wider project-based assessment opportunities within the 

community. 

This Technical vocational pathway will be focused on coaching, leadership 

and physical education. It has been designed to take students to university 

and the Technical has worked with Sports Coach UK, Sport Leaders UK an a 

range of NGBs to ensure students gain skills, knowledge and understanding 

that will make them succeed in their chosen sector and are recognised by the 

best in the business. Students can gain employment in fields such as activity 

leader or multi-sports coach, and move on to qualifications in Sports Science, 

Physiotherapy and Nursing.

LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL
IN SPORT & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY



UNIT 1 — BODY SYSTEMS AND THE 

EFFECTS OF PHYSICAL ACTIVITY           

In this unit, you will gain an 

understanding of the structures and 

functions of the key body systems, 

how these support and impact 

performance in sport and physical 

activity, and the effects that physical 

activity, training and lifestyle can have 

on them.

UNIT 2 — SPORTS COACHING AND 

ACTIVITY LEADERSHIP           

This unit will give you an 

understanding behind the theory of 

what makes a good sports coach or 

activity leader, and methods than 

can be employed to improve the 

performance of sports participants. 

You will explore the roles and 

responsibilities of coaches and 

leaders, and how these differ from 

each other, and be involved in 

delivering and teaching Sport and 

Physical Activity.

UNIT 3 — ORGANISATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT          

In this unit, you will gain an 

understanding of the organisations 

involved in Sport in the UK, their roles 

and responsibilities, and how they 

work together. 

UNIT 8 — ORGANISATION OF 

SPORTS EVENTS          

This unit is designed for you to 

develop skills in planning, promoting 

and delivering a sports event; with a 

focus primarily on your individual role, 

as well as working as part of a team 

and reflecting on your input and future 

development.

UNIT 17 — SPORTS INJURIES & 

REHABILITATION          

If considering a future as a sports 

coach or leader, a fitness instructor 

or a leisure recreation assistant, you 

will need to now the different causes, 

types, signs and  symptoms of sports 

injuries. 

SPORT & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
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T Levels are new, two-year technical study programmes, designed with 

employers to give young people the skills that industry needs. 

T Levels provide a mixture of technical knowledge and skills specific to their 

chosen industry, an industry placement of at least 45 days in their chosen 

industry or occupation, and relevant Maths, English and digital skills.

Designed to give students a head start towards the future they want, T 

Level qualifications follow GCSEs and are equivalent  to 3 A Levels. The 

qualification brings classroom and work placement together, on a course 

designed in collaboration with the best employers.

Students completing the T Level Construction qualification can earn a 

Diploma in Professional Construction Practice with ISG.

T LEVEL CONSTRUCTION



HOW WILL YOU STUDY?          

You’ll spend 80% of time in the 

classroom and 20% on a work 

placement to equip you with the 

knowledge and skills companies are 

looking for. 

INDUSTRY PLACEMENTS          

Every T Level will include an industry 

placement with an employer focused 

on developing the practical and 

technical skills required for the 

occupation. These will last a minimum 

of 315 hours (approximately 45 days) 

but can last longer. 

GRADING & CERTIFICATION          

Students who complete their T Level 

will receive an overall grade of pass, 

merit, distinction or distinction*. 

They will get a nationally recognised 

certificate which will show their overall 

grade and a breakdown of what they 

have achieved.

SKILLS AND TOPICS COVERED          

 » Health and safety legislation, liability, 

codes of practice, development 

of safe systems of work and safety 

conscious behaviours;

 » Materials science, mechanical 

science, structural science and earth 

science;

 » Design principles and processes 

from conception to completion, and 

understanding the whole building;

 » Structure of the construction 

industry, supply chains, roles and 

responsibilities of construction 

professions, and building information 

modelling;

 » Importance of sustainability, 

environmental legislation, policies 

and initiatives;

 » Construction methods, civil 

engineering structures, building 

regulations and standards;

 » Commercial & business structures.

T LEVEL CONSTRUCTION
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T Levels are new, two-year technical study programmes, designed with 

employers to give young people the skills that industry needs.

T Levels provide a mixture of technical knowledge and skills specific to their 

chosen industry, an industry placement of at least 45 days in their chosen 

industry or occupation, and relevant Maths, English and digital skills.

Designed to give students a head start towards the future they want, T 

Level qualifications follow GCSEs and are equivalent  to 3 A Levels. The 

qualification brings classroom and work placement together, on a course 

designed in collaboration with the best employers. 

Students completing the T Level Digital qualification can receive 

organisationally-specific vendor qualifications and can earn a Google IT 

Automation with Python Professional Certificate.

T LEVEL DIGITAL



HOW WILL YOU STUDY?          

You’ll spend 80% of time in the 

classroom and 20% on a work 

placement to equip you with the 

knowledge and skills companies are 

looking for. 

INDUSTRY PLACEMENTS          

Every T Level will include an industry 

placement with an employer focused 

on developing the practical and 

technical skills required for the 

occupation. These will last a minimum 

of 315 hours (approximately 45 days) 

but can last longer. 

GRADING & CERTIFICATION          

Students who complete their T Level 

will receive an overall grade of pass, 

merit, distinction or distinction*. 

They will get a nationally recognised 

certificate which will show their overall 

grade and a breakdown of what they 

have achieved.

SKILLS AND TOPICS COVERED          

 » Problem solving;

 » Programming;

 » Emerging issues and impact of 

digital;

 » Legislation and regulatory 

requirements;

 » Business context;

 » Data;

 » Digital environments;

 » Security.

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS          

 » Web Developer

 » Mobile App Developer

 » Games Developer

 » Software Developer

 » Application Support Analyst

 » Programmer

This course also equips students for 

digital degree programmes such as:

 » Computer Games Programming BCs

 » Software Engineering BSc,

 » Virtual Reality Design BA

 » Computing BSc

 » Digital Media Design and 

Development BSc

 » Computer Science BSc

T LEVEL DIGITAL
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T Levels are new, two-year technical study programmes, designed with 

employers to give young people the skills that industry needs. 

T Levels provide a mixture of technical knowledge and skills specific to their 

chosen industry, an industry placement of at least 45 days in their chosen 

industry or occupation, and relevant Maths, English and digital skills.

Designed to give students a head start towards the future they want, T 

Level qualifications follow GCSEs and are equivalent  to 3 A Levels. The 

qualification brings classroom and work placement together, on a course 

designed in collaboration with the best employers. 

Students completing the T Level Education qualification can receive a licence 

to practice.

T LEVEL EDUCATION



HOW WILL YOU STUDY?          

You’ll spend 80% of time in the 

classroom and 20% on a work 

placement to equip you with the 

knowledge and skills companies are 

looking for. 

INDUSTRY PLACEMENTS          

Every T Level will include an industry 

placement with an employer focused 

on developing the practical and 

technical skills required for the 

occupation. These will last a minimum 

of 315 hours (approximately 45 days) 

but can last longer. 

GRADING & CERTIFICATION          

Students who complete their T Level 

will receive an overall grade of pass, 

merit, distinction or distinction*. 

They will get a nationally recognised 

certificate which will show their overall 

grade and a breakdown of what they 

have achieved.

SKILLS AND TOPICS COVERED          

 » Overview of childcare and education 

from ages 0 to 19, including 

childcare provision;

 » Child development and expected 

patterns of children and young 

people’s cognitive, physical, social 

and emotional development;

 » Supporting education with an 

overview of current curricula and 

their application, and understanding 

current theories and pedagogical 

approaches applied to education;

 » Safeguarding, health, safety and 

wellbeing including statutory 

guidance and legal requirements;

 » Special education needs and 

disability;

 » Behaviour, observation and 

assessment; 

 » Equality and diversity;

 » The importance of working with 

parents, carers and wider families.

T LEVEL EDUCATION

La Retraite 6 — Faith  •  Values  •  Excellence
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