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Religious Studies 

Qualification achieved: GCSE Religious Studies 

Syllabus and Board: AQA B 

Assessment: 100% written examination 

Course Content: 

GCSE Religious Studies allows students to develop their understanding of the fundamentals of their faith and 
its relevance in the world today. It generates a greater degree of understanding of the Scriptures and Church 
Doctrine and ethics while encouraging open-mindedness, moral reasoning and the ability to empathise 
through a greater use of case-studies, discussion and debate. Students will also gain an understanding of 
another faith tradition. They will be able to engage critically, looking at similarities and differences between 
Islam and Christianity as well as other non-Christian perspectives.  
 
Students complete two exams in Religious studies with the exam board AQA. The first is the Catholic 
Christianity paper (worth 50%) and covers key Catholic teaching, beliefs, and practices. The second is made up 
of two elements: Firstly an Islam paper covering practices, beliefs, and teachings. and the second element is 
based on Religion, relationships and families and Religion, peace and conflict (combined they are worth 50%). 
 

Sixth Form Study and Career Opportunities: 

More and more top end universities are seeking to take on Philosophy and Theology A-Level students due to 
the rigorous academic training and intellectual skills it develops in students. As such, it provides an excellent 
grounding for further study and eventually employment in a wide range of fields including Law, Medicine, 
Journalism, Teaching, Social work, Health, Media, and the world of Business and Politics. Some may choose to 
take up the subject at University.  
 
To put it simply, you can train to be a doctor but what makes you a good doctor is more than the science. The 
skill to decide what is the best way to weigh up moral choices and dilemmas that one would face when 
practicing medicine are developed in philosophy. And if one day you want to run a hospital having a moral and 
analytical mind that can develop a system that is both scientist and ethical, comes from the skills ones 
develops in this field.  
 
On the course students will do Philosophy/Theology: In Philosophy we will explore issues concerning matters 
of life after death, religious language, the challenges religion poses to science (and vice versa) and a lot more. 
This course is for you particularly if you have a desire to explore complex and dizzying issues, if you enjoy 
reading and trying to work out what you truly believe and can evaluate meanings and arguments with a firm 
theoretical basis. It may be wise not to apply if you do not like writing essays and being pushed to think 
beyond your comfort zone. If this this does not faze you, doing Philosophy and Theology will leave enriched 
and challenged and a better thinker for it! 

 


