
Year 9 SPR1 Home Learning 
The Gospel of Mark 

Choose one task from EITHER column one OR column two each week. You MUST complete 
at least one challenge task this half term. Merits are available for those that challenge 
themselves. 

Please be aware that the home learning tasks below are not prescriptive as it depends on 
what the teacher deems appropriate for the class however, teachers will most likely stick to 

these tasks. 

1 
I want a standard homework...  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

or 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
I want to challenge myself... 

Week 1:  
Create a fact file on Mark. You can the following 
headings; The Last Supper, The arrest in 
Gethsemane, Barnabus and Paul and Mark in 
Rome.  

Week 1:  
  ‘We cannot be certain about where, when and 
by whom the gospel was written’ write a 
paragraph either in agreement with this 
statement or disagreeing.  

Week 2: 
Mark’s Gospel appealed to the lowest classes of 
society in the Roman world. Write a paragraph of 
no less than two groups that would be regarded 
as marginalised in the modern world.  

Week 2:  
People in the ancient world were practised in the 
oral tradition. Write a paragraph explaining how 
that might affect people’s memories. Were 
stories that were passed down orally more likely 
to be accurate in the ancient world than today? 

Week 3:  
Write a paragraph explaining why many people 
find Judas’ action on this occasion so terrible.  

Week 3:  
Read Mark 10:35-39 and 14:26-31. Explain in a 
paragraph what do these incidents reveal about 
Peter, James and John? 

Week 4:  
Research the fire of Rome and how it led to the 
persecution of Christians. Then create an 
informative poster that will help teach year 7 
students.  

Week 4:  
Imagine you are a non-Christian during the time 
of Nero. Write a story from your viewpoint.   

Week 5:  
Research James Mawdsley and then write a 
paragraph arguing whether you think it was right 
to as he did.  

Week 5:  
Investigate the life and witness of Oscar Romero. 
Write a short article about him, including 
information on what led him to make a stand 
against the authorities, how he made his protest, 
the events leading to his death, and how he 
continues to inspire many Christians.  

Week 6: 
Explain in a paragraph how the story of the 
calming of the storm might have helped 1st 
century Christians face up to persecution.  

 Week 6: 
‘Marks Gospel is 2,000 years old. To help them 
live Christians lives, people today need something 
more up to date’ Write a paragraph on either 
agreeing or disagreeing. 



Week 7: 
Write a paragraph explaining why Mark might 
have said Jesus was sent or driven into the desert 
by the spirit rather than simply saying that Jesus 
went into the desert. You must use biblical 
references.  

 Week 7: 
Write a paragraph explaining how Mark’s account 
of the temptation reinforces the message of 
Jesus’ baptism.  

 


