
 

 

 

 

Wednesday 24th November 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

OFSTED Review – 21st June 2021 Peer to Peer Abuse 

You will be very aware of Ofsted’s recent review of peer-to-peer abuse in schools and 
colleges which was published on 10th June 2021. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-
colleges/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges 

Sometime has now passed and we wanted to share with you some updates regarding our 
thoughts and response to the review 

There is no escaping the fact that it is an extremely difficult read, it does outline for 
schools and colleges the ways in which they must work even harder to protect young 
people from harm. The report highlighted that young people feel that sexual harassment, 
unwanted sexual behaviours and online sexual abuse, is so commonplace that they no 
longer think about reporting it.  

Although the problem extends beyond schools with most abuse occurring online or in 
social situations away from education settings, at La Retraite we believe that it is part of 
our responsibility to ensure students know how to stay safe, to about their rights but also 
their responsibilities  

We wanted to assure you that we are dedicated to ensuring that children and young 
people are valued, respected, listened to and taken seriously especially with regard to 
their safety and wellbeing. 

All pupils from Year 7 -13 follow a comprehensive PSHE and RSE curriculum which 
addresses the issues of Healthy relationships, consent, sexual harassment and abuse in an 
age appropriate way. 

 In addition to this we are taking a number of additional steps to raise awareness of the 
issue it and tackle it. 

• All staff have completed Peer by Peer abuse training with a specific focus on 
Sexual harassment and how to respond and support young people who have been 
impacted. Further face to face training on prevention will also take place this year. 

• The school has a specific peer abuse policy outlining how we will respond to 
reports and incidents and the support pupils and their families can expect. 

• Pupils from Year 11, 12 and 13 have received assemblies specifically on the concerns 
of sexual harassment, abuse and assault by peers. 

• Externally delivered workshops are taking place for these same year groups with a 
focus on Healthy Relationships, consent and abuse. 
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These will take place on 

Thursday 25th November 2021 Year 12 

Friday 26th November 2021 Year 13 

Friday 3rd December 2021 Year 11 

 

• Pupils voice opportunities and surveys will take place for all year groups this year 
with a focus on ways in which schools can further support pupils in feeling safe 
and reporting concerns they may have. 

• Pupils will explore what it means to be a rights respecting school and develop 
their own relationships and respect charter. 

 

We encourage our students to report incidents of bullying and peer on peer abuse to a 
trusted member of staff, their tutor, pastoral or a member of the Leadership team.  

If you wish to discuss the ways in which La Retraite is responding to the review and the 
issues more broadly, then please do get in contact via the school email or telephone 
number. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Helise Martin 

Assistant Headteacher – Safeguarding Lead and SENDCO 

 

 

  


