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MIA SCORES 
A PLACE AT 
CHELSEA FC
Year 8 student Mia 
astounded scouts at a 
recent Chelsea trial and was 
instantly offered a place to 
train with the Club.

Mia has proved to be a star player 
since her training began at with 
Chelsea FC last year. Attending 
weekly sessions with the club, Mia has 
astounded with her talent, scoring a 
whopping 18 goals in one match. 

Mia will soon be showcasing her skills 
at an upcoming Year 7/8 Lambeth 
Youth Competition, where we’re sure 
she will excel and prove her place on 
the training programme.

Two other members of our La Retraite 
football teams have also since been 
accepted for the training academy — 
Chinwendu, Year 11, and Shay’Na, Year 

9 — due to their exceptional skills on 
the pitch. They will both be having 
weekly training sessions at Cobham, 
Chelsea’s actual training ground. 

Ms Rumble, teacher of PE and La 
Retraite Football coach has said how 
incredibly proud and impressed 
she is by the impressive efforts our 
students have shown.

STUDENTS, 
EMPLOYERS 
EXCITED BY   
T LEVELS
Showcasing these innovative 
new qualifications, our T Level 
Information Evening was a success!

Addressing a full audience of students, parents 
and employers, our guest speakers spoke on the 
importance of education and business working 
collaboratively to guarantee the skills of the next 
generation of workers, one of the aims of the new 
T Level courses which we will be offering to our 
new Year 12 cohort from September 2020.

La Retraite alumna Dr Joanna Abeyie MBE joined 
us for the evening and gave a brilliantly-received 
speech on her pathway into her profession, and 
spoke passionately to the students in the audience 
on what they can do to ensure their success in the 
workplace. 

David Barker and Jean Stevenson, both good 
friends of the school, then discussed the need for 
lifelong learning and continued development of 
skills to keep up with ever-changing fields of work.

Following this reception, students and parents 
toured the extensive range of courses and offerings 
available at La Retraite, with overwhelming 
interest in the T Level Digital, Education and 
Construction courses. A number of employers 
engaged to discuss collaboration on the T Level 
courses and began to forge a positive working 
relationship with the school.

Mrs Weekly, Business Engagement Officer said: 
“A very encouraging and enthusiastic response 
to the launch of our T Level qualifications, and 
great to see a large turnout of parents, students 
and employers eager to find out more about our 
exceptional facilities and the education we offer.”

KCL MEDICINE 
INSIGHTS
Guests from King’s College 
meet with prospective 
medical students for 
crucial insights and advice.
Students in Years 9 and 10 warmly  
welcomed medical students from 
the African Caribbean Medical 
Association at King’s College, 
London, for a series of interactive 
workshops on studying medicine at 
a prominent university. 

Beginning in October 2019, these 
incredibly valuable sessions gave 
students an understanding of the 
GCSE and A Level grades they 
would need for successful university 
applications, as well as working on 
learning skills students would need 
to do well in their studies.

In the sessions, students worked 
on a group project based around 

designing a theoretical virus.

Students presented their excellent 
work at an Insight Day held on 
campus at KCL in March 2020 and 
toured the grounds and faculties of 
this esteemed institution. Following 
the workshops, students now have 
a good idea of what it takes to be a 
engaged medical student.

Mr Mohamud, second in department 
for Science, said: “It was inspiring 
to see how committed students 
were throughout the programme. 
I was especially impressed by their 
teamwork and presentations which 
were excellently produced.”
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DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS,

I am often the last person to add their bit to the newsletter and this 
means that I get a sneak preview of it before it is circulated and have 
an opportunity to reflect on all the amazing things that the students 
and staff have achieved together. I had half expected the early closure 
of the school due to the pandemic crisis to have limited things that 
have happened this term. 

In fact, there have been just as many fantastic examples of the 
members of the school community living the school’s ethos of ‘acting 
justly, loving mercy and walking humbly with their God’. 

Pope Francis used an example from Mark’s Gospel, when Jesus 
and the Disciples were struck by a sudden storm whilst at sea, to 
highlight the importance of facing this challenge together calmly, 
making sure you think of others and having a faith in those around 
you, “We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile 
and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of 
us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other”. 

I have been inspired by the number of people volunteering to help, by 
the messages of goodwill and by seeing parents, staff and students 
rising to the current challenge with good humour and patience.

I am very proud of you all and look forward to seeing you soon.

Keep safe,

Dominic Malins
Headteacher of La Retraite
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YEAR 9 
CAREERS DAY
Speed networking, university 
guidance and workshops show 
students the world of work.

Our annual Careers day for Year 9 
students took place again this February, 
and proved to be a highly rewarding 
and fun event for all students and staff 
involved.

Joined by guests from Young Enterprise, 
Fast Tomato and a variety of businesses, 
students got a first-hand insight into 
potential careers, as well as excellent 
advice on university applications, 
work experience and the new T Level 
qualifications.

Year 9 student Emily said: “Before 
Careers Day, I was confused about 
what I wanted to do in the future, but 
this helped me realise that certain 
qualifications can give you a wider 
choice of career pathway.”

CROSSING THE POND TO 
WASHINGTON DC
Students explore the US capitol, see the sights and 
expand their Politics knowledge.

Year 12 and 13 students embarked on a week-long tour of Washing DC 
earlier this year, to enrich their understanding of the United States’ political 
system and discover the rich history which has shaped the city. 

Visits took place to a range of notable institutions, including the Pentagon, 
the Capitol Building, the Supreme Court and the Library of Congress.

Year 13 student Cristopher has said: “I felt very privileged to visit these 
historic landmarks. After our scheduled tours, we had time to relax and 
soak in the city’s atmosphere, do some shopping and enjoy the excellent 
food. 

“Overall, the trip was highly productive, and brought much enjoyment and 
excitement to me and my peers, definitely an experience not to be missed.”

SPRING 2020 
MUSICAL 
EXTRAVAGANZA
Performing to a huge crowd, 
students from all years showcased 
their incredible musical talents.

From film musicals to pop music, classical 
pieces to modern hits, our students hit all 
the right notes at this year’s Spring Concert. 
With the Chapel at standing-room only, 
students from across the school delighted 
their friends and family with some incredible 
performances.

The GCSE Band buoyed the crowd with fun 
performances of music by Oasis and John 
Lennon. Our Orchestras and Ensembles 
performed at their best with the likes of tracks 
from Wicked, Lion King and The Color Purple.

Most notably, Leandro in Year 13 brought 
the house down with a brilliant, high-
octane rendition of Andrew Lloyd Weber’s 
‘Gethsemane (I Only Want to Say)’ from Jesus 
Christ Superstar, accompanied by his partner-
in-music Esther, Year 13, on drums. 

Mr Owens, Director of Music, expressed his 
pride and admiration of the outstanding 
talent on show, and marvelled at how far 
students have come in developing their skills.



LAMBETH’S 
PHOENIX BOOK 
AWARD SHORTLIST 
EVENT 2020
La Retraite students play a part in 
selecting the best fiction of 2020 ahead 
of the final award ceremony.

Joined by 50 students from number of other 
Lambeth secondary schools, our students took part 
in the Phoenix shortlist event aimed at choosing 
the final books to be entered into the Phoenix Book 
Award, to be held later this year.

Students had a lot of fun deliberating over the wide 
selection of fiction novels, finally settling on 4 books 
by Lauren James, Penny Joelson, Benjamin Read & 
Laura Trinder, and Zoë Marriott.

Aimed at introducing students to new fiction, the 
Award also encourages students to engage with 
authors and publishers, and voice their opinions on 
their most cherished and well-enjoyed books. 

STUDENTS VLOG FOR SUCCESS
Media students get a taste of the business during 
an interactive vlogging workshop.

Held at the beginning of March, the YouTube Vlogstar Challenge 
workshop gave Year 12 and 13 Media students the chance to 
showcase their creative talents and technical skills by creating 
their own vlog to be submitted to a panel of expert judges.

Later this year, 15 finalists will be invited to the YouTube Space in 
London which will give them lucrative access to some of the best 
technologies and leading creators in the business, and take part 
in the live Grand Final for a chance to win production equipment 
and mentoring opportunities.

One student said: “It was so much fun! Being both in front of 
the camera and working on the production aspect is incredibly 
rewarding. Fingers crossed for the final!”

DRAMA STUDENTS SHOWCASE 
THEIR OUTSTANDING ACTING
Year 11 Drama students delighted an enthralled 
audience with their outstanding performances.

Following their extensive Autumn rehearsals, our Year 11 Drama 
students presented their final scripted examination pieces to an 
audience of family and friends, performing in small groups their 
interpretations of well-known dramatical extracts.

Students worked hard on their pieces, gained real insights into 
the demands of working as a professional actor, and has helped 
inform students in their A Level Drama applications, which 
require fervent performances of monologues and scripted pieces.

Mrs Masoliver, Head of Drama department, has said: “Parents, 
teachers and students enjoyed the excellent renditions from our 
Year 11 performers, and were grateful for the professionalism and 
talents displayed on stage.”
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