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WELCOME FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
Welcome to the Autumn 2021 edition of the La Retraite newsletter, which provides us with the 

perfect opportunity to look back over the last term. This edition is a celebration of the activities 

our students have been involved in, impressive exam results and of our brand-new primary 

outreach programme, as we continue to build strong partnerships with our local schools.  

 

La Retraite is defined by a long-standing history of outstanding Catholic education, academic 

excellence and enabling our students across the school and Sixth Form to progress onto their 

chosen pathways. This year, we celebrate continued success at both GCSE and A Level, with 

students attaining outstanding results and destinations. Throughout another challenging year, 

our students have displayed adaptability, resilience and hard work and we take great pride in all 

their achievements. For our A Level students, most of whom have begun their courses at 

university or embarked on an apprenticeship scheme, we hope to welcome you back to our 

successful alumni network in the near future and welcome you as members of the La Retraite 

Legacy. 

 

This academic year, we have been focused on providing our students with an array of activities, 

opportunities and experiences, to enrich and educate. As we hear too often, there have been 

many impacts of the pandemic on students’ school experience, and we endeavour to ensure 

every student makes up for lost time.  

 

It was a pleasure to meet so many new faces 

at our open events this term and we look 

forward to welcoming our 2022 Year 7 cohort 

back to the school in February for our very first 

Friendship Afternoon event, where all new 

students will have the opportunity to meet 

with their new teachers and peers, well before 

they join us in September. In the meantime, I 

hope this edition of our newsletter provides 

an insight into our truly unique school for 

those thinking about joining us, and that our 

current families enjoy sharing in our 

successes. Look out for our La Retraite 6 

newsletter which will be published soon. 

 

Dominic Malins 

Headteacher  
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GCSE SUCCESS STORIES 

Once again, we celebrate the successes and outstanding achievements of our GCSE cohort. Despite another difficult 

year for students, the percentage of students achieving the top grades remains impressive and are a testament to 

students’ hard work, adaptability and resilience, alongside staff’s determination and support. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2021 EXAMINATIONS INCLUDE: 

• 68% of students achieved five grades Level 5+ including English and Maths, an increase of six percentage points 

on 2020 results 

• 85% of students achieved Level 5+ in English 

• 68% of students achieved Level 5+ in Maths 

• 81% of students achieved Level 4+ in one Science; 40% in all three Sciences 

• Over half (52%) of EBacc students achieved Level 4+ in English  

• 61% of students studying a language attained Level 4+ 

• Attainment8 increases from 54.96 to 58.75 in 2021. 

GLENDA 

Westminster Cathedral RC Primary School  

Glenda achieved an outstanding 9 Grade 9s in Maths, 

English Literature, Triple Science, RE, History and Art, 

alongside a Grade 8 in Spanish, placing her as La 

Retraite’s highest achiever this year. With ambitions to 

study Medicine at an Oxbridge or Russell Group 

University, Glenda is well placed to do so, and has begun 

her studies of Biology, Chemistry and Maths at the La 

Retraite 6, where we are sure she will repeat her success.  

“The school has helped me 

immensely in achieving my 

goals and I am truly grateful 

for the continuous support I 

received. Most importantly, 

the scholarship programme 

was a privilege and 

motivated me to keep 

pursuing my goals; I was 

given the opportunity to take part in school trips such 

as to the University of Cambridge, whilst the careers 

advice I was provided with helped me to have more 

faith in myself that I can get to where I want to be.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARIYAM 

St Anne’s Catholic Primary School 

Ariyam is thrilled to have secured 3 Grade 9s and 7 Grade 

8s in History, RE, Sociology, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 

English Literature and Language, Maths and Economics 

respectively. With future ambitions of becoming a 

dermatologist, Ariyam believes her determination and 

communication skills can be utilised to ensure that her 

high self-esteem and positive attitude is maintained 

amongst patients. Ariyam joined the La Retraite 6 this 

September to study Biology, Chemistry and Maths and 

hopes to study Medicine at Cambridge University, 

followed by a two-year foundation programme to 

specialise in dermatology.  

“I would recommend La Retraite because I believe this 

school has helped enhance my education, through the 

excellent quality of teaching and profound support of 

the medicine society. The staff at La Retraite always 

seek to help every student reach their full potential and 

outperform what others expect of them. In addition, La 

Retraite strives to equip their students with skills to 

make a difference in the world, which empowers 

students to be confidence which is the key to success. 

There is an outstanding environment created here at La 

Retraite, and the opportunities such as attending 

Cambridge University, an institution known for their 

education, reputation and academic excellence 

encouraged me to work hard and achieve my goals.”
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LIFE AT LA RETRAITE 

ART SCHOLARS 

This term, Year 9 students on our Scholarship 

Programme have been working alongside Central St 

Martin’s and multi-disciplinary artist Charlotte Dack. 

Through a series of workshops, students explored 

portraiture in 3D format, putting into practice their 

artistic abilities and developing their clay sculpting and 

modelling skills. Students created impressive sculptures 

to depict role models: Chadwick Boseman, Marcus 

Rashford and HoYeon Jung. We look forward to working 

with Charlotte again soon, when she will collaborate 

with Year 12 Textiles students, to explore the theme of 

Construct: Deconstruct.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCOVERING OXBRIDGE  

In September, Cambridge University and PhD student 

Eva visited to provide our students with an insight into 

Oxbridge universities. Year 11 students learned more 

about applying to Cambridge, the college system, 

studying medicine and law and finding out more about 

the many subjects on offer, alongside scholarship and 

funding opportunities. Year 11 students gained an 

understanding of how they can develop wider 

awareness of subjects with a focus on their super 

curricular learning at La Retraite; and we were thrilled 

that Eva described our students as ‘amazing, 

committed, driven and inquisitive’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DIANA AWARD 

A charity legacy to Diana Princess of Wales, The Diana 

Award honours young people who work to improve the 

live of others and encourages them to engage in 

humanitarian work and social action, instilling active 

citizenship and developing character, resilience and 

determination. Our students benefit from collaboration 

with professional mentors from local businesses and 

school partners, sharing advice, guidance and providing 

career skills training.  

 

This term, our students have worked with partners to 

identify key employability skills and enhance social and 

emotional skills, through workshops focused on 

leadership and team work, setting goals, public 

speaking and interview skills and CV writing (pictured 

above). Throughout the year, students will work 

alongside mentors from Adobe and Within 

International, and take part in work experience webinars 

& workshops, with past leads coming from professions 

including: Law, Police Service, Fire Service, Graphic 

Design, Healthcare and much more. 

 

“What I enjoy most about The Diana Award Sessions is 

the opportunity to share experiences and ideas on how 

to improve well-being, as well as gaining invaluable 

experiences of the world-of-work through external 

speakers input”. Aishat 
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READY, STEADY: DEBATE! 

Our resident Sociology Debate Club, pictured right, has 

kicked off the term to a roaring success. In October, the 

club debated the impacts of ‘labelling’ and how they 

affect not only individuals, but society as well. Well done 

to all members of the club for their enthusiasm, strong 

debate and excellent demonstrations of leadership. In 

addition, we held an Own Clothes Day, raising £420 for 

our chosen charity, Royal Trinity Hospice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIVING BACK PROGRAMME 

The La Retraite Giving Back Programme is our act of 

service. It inspires our girls to work together, to 

contribute to their community, through consideration 

for the local and wider world, fundraising, support, 

volunteering and companionship, our girls are shown 

what it means to be empathetic and active citizens, 

ready to take their place in the world. 

As part of the programme, our whole school community 

has committed to an eco-friendly and sustainable policy, 

and we look forward to examining the positive impacts 

of this on our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR CROWN JEWELS 

At La Retraite, we are incredibly proud of our diverse 

student body and inclusiveness, we truly believe it is one 

of our school’s greatest strengths. Many of our students 

undertake GCSE and A Level in their mother tongue, 

and we celebrate their outstanding achievements:  

• 2020 Portuguese GCSE native speakers attained 

100% 8-9 grades; A Level 100% A-C grades 

• 2021 Portuguese A Level native speakers 

achieved 100% A-C grades 

• 2020 Spanish GCSE native speakers attained 

100% 8-9 grades; A Level 100% A-C grades 

• 2020 Spanish A Level native speakers achieved 

100% 8-9 grades; A Level 100% A-C grades. 

 

THE GREATEST MATHEMATICIAN 

Year 7 students have demonstrated their excellent skills 

in maths, design and research, as they created their own 

‘The Great Mathematician’ posters. This involved 

researching mathematicians in history and their 

contributions to the field, including Fermat and his great 

theorem, Grace Hopper, who supported the creation of 

the creation of UNIVAC, the first all-electronic digital 

computer, and John Napier, the inventor of logarithms. 

The task also served an excellent opportunity to explore 

cross-curricular subjects of maths and history.  
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OUR OUTSTANDING RESULTS 

The La Retraite 6 are delighted to share the outstanding results achieved by Sixth Form students, marking another year 

of academic and personal achievements to add to our existing legacy of academic excellence. In the face of a challenging 

year, students have continued to display their strength of character, and it has not held back on their ambitious plans for 

the future, with elated students accepting places at prestigious and first-choice universities, alongside embarking on 

their chosen career pathways and apprenticeships.  

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

• Nearly 70% of the A Level cohort achieved A*-B grades; all top achievers attained A*-A grades.  

• Vocational results go from strength to strength, with nearly 70% of learners achieving Distinction*. 

• 74% of students gained entry to their first-choice university.  

• At A Level, students added a whole grade and in vocational subjects, students added almost two grades to students’ 

prior achievement. 

• 100% of students passed their core exams and employer set project for the Digital and Childcare and Education              

T Levels and transition students have all successfully completed their course.  

• T Level students are embarking on their placements at the Civil Service, BLS Media, MSE and childcare provisions.  

• Students are embarking on a number of degree pathways, including Neuroscience, Law, Cognitive and Clinical 

Neuroscience, Biomedical Sciences, Digital Media, Marketing, Pharmacy, International Business, Architecture, 

Medicine, Engineering, Physics, Accounting, Computer Science, Performing Arts, Chemical Engineering, LLB, 

Modern Languages, Fine Arts, Politics and International Relations, and many more.  

 

NICOLE 

La Retraite Roman Catholic Girls’ School  

Student President and Bonneville Primary School 

alumni Nicole is no stranger to hard work, as evident in 

her 4 A Level grades: A*A*AA in Theology, Portuguese, 

Mathematics and Economics. We congratulate her on 

beginning her Degree Apprenticeship at UBS.   

 

“I am so appreciative for my experience at the La 

Retraite 6. Not only have I benefited from my role within 

the Presidential Team which has developed my skills 

including leadership, communication, public speaking 

and so much more, but my teachers have gone the 

extra mile to help me achieve the best I can. My advice 

to students would be to never underestimate yourself, 

but always know that there is a strong network of 

support available at the La Retraite 6, and take 

advantage of every single opportunity!” 

 

 

 

 

SISTERS RUTH AND ELIZABETH 

Langley Park School for Girls  

Sisters Ruth and Elizabeth celebrated being two of the 

La Retraite 6 highest achievers, with both students 

earning 3 A* grades in A Level Biology, Chemistry and 

Maths. Elizabeth has secured a place at the Imperial 

College London, to read Medicine, whilst Ruth is now 

reading Medicine at University College London. 

They commented: “There is a real sense of community 

at the La Retraite 6; the smaller class sizes meant we 

were able to receive more support from teachers, 

through additional lessons and mentoring outside of 

class. The staff really want every student to excel and be 

able to pursue their passion. More than this, teachers 

taught us how to be resilient; how to find solutions to 

solve problems and encouraged us to never give up, 

which was incredibly important in the last year we have 

faced. We are excited to come back to La Retraite, as a 

part of their Legacy.”
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COLLABORATING WITH OUR LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BENEFIT OUR YOUNG PEOPLE…   

At La Retraite, we want to be a hub for our local community. Last year, we launched an online liaison programme with 

our local primaries across Lambeth and Wandsworth, incorporating a range of workshops and activities for pupils to 

enjoy. This year, as we continue to build relationships with our local primaries, we have developed a range of events, 

activities, workshops and masterclasses, delivered by our staff and students. 

Our aim is that local primary aged pupils will benefit from our creative and educational sessions, which will explore new 

approaches to learning, creativity, literacy and numeracy and enlighten pupils to the excitement that awaits them at 

secondary school, whilst complementing work undertaken in primary school. We are keen to work together to boost 

opportunities for the young people in the local area and supporting transition from primary to secondary school for both 

pupils and their families. 

WORKSHOPS AND MASTERCLASSES 

From Creative Writing workshops, exciting experiments, learning new languages and delving through History to 

specialist coding sessions, Maths masterclasses, sculpture work in Art and action-packed Performing Arts lessons led by 

our Theatre Company, and so much more there truly is something for everyone. In addition, our students are on hand 

to support pupils with guided reading sessions, and English and Maths department to provide SATs booster workshops.  

 

OUR FACILITIES AND RESOURCES  

SPORTS FACILITIES  

We have many different sports facilities onsite including 

a full-size indoor sports hall, basketball and netball court, 

floodlit multi-purpose sports pitch and a dance studio 

which are available to book. Our drama studio is the 

perfect space for rehearsals or to host your own 

performance for families and friends. 

 

LEARNING SPACES  

Our spacious and well-resourced library can be made 

available to pupils as part of a peer reading scheme with 

our students; fully equipped laboratories and 

equipment are available for those advanced scientists 

that want to try out their own experiments. 

 

SHARED SPACES  

Including a brand new Sixth Form centre, complete with 

purpose-built classroom, technologies and communal 

area, an abundance of outdoor spaces, our beautiful 

Orchard and large chapel, we can offer perfect spaces 

for larger group activities.  

 

 

 

 

OUR STUDENTS  

Our Sports Ambassadors will come in to help you with 

your Sports Day or PE lesson support, or we can host 

your Sports Day on our multi-purpose Sports pitch at La 

Retraite. 

 

For more information about our workshops, facilities 

and resources or building a partnership, please contact 

our engagement lead Naiomi Tamakloe on: 

ntamakloe@laretraite.co.uk  


