
 

Edexcel A Level Music (9MU0) - Summer Activities for Year 11 Students 

Dear Student, 

We shall be setting you activities over the coming weeks and months to prepare you for the A Level 
music course that you will begin in September 2020.  Some of these activities will be a variety of 
short quizzes, listening diaries, instrument practice and investigative work. 

The following link takes you to the Edexcel website for the A Level Music qualification (9MU0).  This 
contains lots of information about the requirements of the course: 

 Edexcel AS and A level Music (2016) | Pearson qualifications 

Do not worry if you are still not totally sure that you want to do the A Level course - these activities 
do not mean you have committed yourself to A Level music.  The purpose of them is to give you 
something interesting and enjoyable to study over the next 6 months, whilst also giving you a bit of a 
head start in your studies, should you opt to begin the course fully  in Y12 (September 2020). 

Work shall be set through your Google Classroom account.  The class is called “A Level Music 
September 2020” (code: bgqi7II).  If you are already at La Retraite RC School (i.e. currently in Y11), 
then please join the class.  If you have any difficulties accessing, please email me on: 
rowens@laretraite.lambeth.sch.uk 

A reminder on how to log into to Google Classroom: 

(1) Visit www.classroom.google.com 
(2) Username: <La Retraite School Computer Username>@APPS.laretraite.lambeth.sch.uk 
(3) Password: <La Retraite School Computer Password> 

If you are an external student (i.e. a Y11 currently at another school), then please feel free to email 
me with any questions about the course and please have a go at the activities below over the 
summer. 

 

Component One - Performing (9MU0/01) 

Task instructions  

The A Level music course requires you to be at Grade 7 standard on your instrument by the time you 
record your final recital in February of Y13.  You therefore need to currently be at least Grade 5 
standard on your instrument/voice.  This does not mean you have to have passed the Grade 5 
examination - you just need to be able to play/sing music comfortably at that level of difficulty. 

Over the summer, please prepare at least one piece to perform in the first week of the course.  This 
piece should be at least Grade 5 in the level of difficulty, and ideally Grade 6 or above.  The following 
link takes you to a list created by Edexcel that contains a large quantity of pieces/songs with a 
corresponding grade level next to them. 

GCSE, AS and A level Music Difficulty Levels Booklet 

Please practise with a backing track from YouTube, unless you are a pianist.  
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Component 2 - Composing (9MU0/02) 

Task instructions 

The A Level course requires you to write two pieces of music.  You are free to choose the style, 
context and purpose of the first composition.  This is therefore known as the “Free Composition”. 
The second composition is written in response to a brief set by the examination board in April of 
Y13.  This is therefore known as the “Composition to a set Brief”.  The following activities will help 
you prepare for both types of composition. 

If you have a keyboard/piano/guitar: 

● create an 8 bar chord progression in C major using the primary triads of C (C-E-G), F (F-A-C) 
and G (G-B-D); 

● repeat the 8 bar chord progression in C major with the addition of one or more secondary 
triads of Dm (D-F-A), Em (E-G-B), Am (A-C-E); 

● create a melodic phrase (single layer) for each of the chord progressions using notes from 
the C major scale (C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C); 

● if you have the facility (recorder on the keyboard, computer software) then add additional 
layers to the composition, such as a bass layer, counter melodic idea, percussion rhythm; 

● depending on the equipment you have, extend your ideas as much as you want, including 
exploring a new key/scale of A minor (A-B-C-D-E-F-G#-A). 

If you are a singer: 

● write a verse and chorus of lyrics or find some already written that you like; 
● set the lyrics to a melodic idea; 

You should record your ideas in one or more of the following ways: writing them down with 
traditional or other musical notation; record them on your phone or tablet; record them on a 
computer. 

 

Component 3 - Appraising (9MU0/03) 

In June of Y13 you will sit a written examination.  This involves listening to and analysing  pieces of 
music you are familiar and unfamiliar with.  It also involves you writing essays about music, 
explaining what, how and why it was written by the composer.  

Task 1 - developing an understanding of music theory 

Being able to understand the theory of music is a very useful skill for this part of the A Level course. 
This helps you explain what and how a composer has done something in a piece of music.  The 
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) has a graded theory of music course that 
has been running for many years and is widely respected as a benchmark for developing a 
progressive understanding of the theory of music.  The following link takes you to the theory page of 
the ABRSM website that you should have a look at to understand a bit more about what this course is 
for and what it entails. 

Music Theory exams 

To study the course you have to complete ABRSM theory in practice exercise books.  For A Level 
music it is beneficial to complete the books from Grades 1 to 5. If you already have these books, then 
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https://gb.abrsm.org/en/our-exams/music-theory-exams/


 

please begin/continue working on them now, starting at Grade 1 and working your way through to 
Grade 5 without missing any grades out in-between.  You will need the textbook called the “AB Guide 
to Music Theory Part I” to help explain how to do some of the questions (further details about this 
publication are given below). 

If you don't have the exercise books or text book, then it would be good if you could buy them. The 
following links show you what you need to buy, but it is worth shopping around to find the cheapest 
price: 

● The AB Guide to Music Theory Part I (pink coloured text book) The AB Guide to Music Theory, 
Part I - Taylor, Eric 

● Music Theory in Practice Grade 1 (red exercise book) Music Theory in Practice, Grade 1 - 
Taylor, Eric 

● Music Theory in Practice Grade 2 (orange exercise book) Music Theory in Practice, Grade 2 - 
Taylor, Eric 

● Music Theory in Practice Grade 3 (yellow exercise book) Music Theory in Practice, Grade 3 - 
Taylor, Eric 

● Music Theory in Practice Grade 4 (green exercise book) Music Theory in Practice, Grade 4 - 
Taylor, Eric 

● Music Theory in Practice Grade 5 (blue exercise book) Music Theory in Practice, Grade 5 - 
Taylor, Eric 

There is also an app you can download for phone or tablet. For more information, visit: Theory Works 

 

Task 2 - broadening your knowledge of context 

As mentioned above, when writing about music you have to consider why a composer has made the 
choices they have when creating their composition. You can only really do this by having knowledge 
and understanding of the context of the work.  The following activities will help a great deal with this 
when you begin the course in September. 

One of the composers you have to study in the course is Danny ELFMAN (b. 1953).  Elfman wrote the 
music for the film Batman Returns.  The A Level course requires you to study in detail the music from 
the following cues in the film: 

● Birth of a Penguin parts I & II (Batman Returns (1992): Birth Of The Penguin/Official Main 
Titles - [REMASTERED] - [HD]) 

● Batman versus the circus (Batman Returns fight scene HD - Batman VS Red Triangle Gang 
(and dog)) 

● Rise and fall from grace 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pp-vkspdAHo&list=PLkLimRXN6NKxiwSjDkdYTzJS74QX
AbKBY&index=18) 

For this task you should: 

(1) Write a 2 page biography of Danny Elfman, focussing particularly on what things have 
influenced him in his life, his musical style(s) and examples of the various films he has 
written the music for; 

(2) Write a 2 page biography on the director of the film, Tim Burton, again focussing on his 
artistic style(s) and influences and other films he has directed; 

(3) Watch the film of the movie (if you cannot get a DVD copy or subscription service copy then 
please search the internet to see if you can find it); 
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(4) Watch the documentary about the making of the film.  The following links take you to a 
YouTube copy of it, split into three parts: 

Batman Returns: 02 Shadows Of The Bat PT.4: Dark Side Of The Knight (Part 01/03) 

Batman Returns: 02 Shadows Of The Bat PT.4: Dark Side Of The Knight (Part 02/03) 

Batman Returns: 02 Shadows Of The Bat PT.4: Dark Side Of The Knight (Part 03/03)  

(5) Write a detailed description of what happens in the plot of the film for each of the cues you 
have to study (see bullet point list above).  Please include plenty of detail in your 
descriptions, such as describing the architecture and scenery, as well as the action and 
characters. Begin to make links and observations between your descriptions and the music 
itself.  Think about: instrumentation; melody; harmony & tonality; texture; rhythm & metre; 
expression (dynamics & articulation).  For example, the pipe organ used in the opening of 
“Birth of a Penguin part I” reflects the gothic architecture of the Cobblepot residence. 

Task 3 - extended your knowledge and understanding of terminology & vocabulary 

Writing about music requires the use of a considerable amount of specialist vocabulary.  Learning 
the meaning of the following lists (pages 5 to 20) will put you at a real advantage when you begin the 
course in September 2020.  As well as reading through the information and lists, please also search 
the internet for extended explanations including video clips on YouTube. 

Please scroll down to page 5 to see the terminology about the elements of music. 

The glossary of important vocabulary then follows from page 11 onwards. 

Happy learning! 

LR Music Department 
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