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OUR Sixth Form will be 
among the first in the 
country to offer the new T 

Level qualifications.
The school will use £1.5m 

funding from the government to 
offer new qualifications in Digital 
Media and Education.

The cash will be spent on a new 
digital classroom with state-of-
the-art IT technology and a new 
childcare room with a purpose- 
built creche.

There will also be a second 
floor added to the school Sixth 
Form Centre, which will boost 
extended study facilities. 

The new two-year courses, 
equivalent to three A-Levels,  
will start next year. La Retraite 
will be among 50 schools 
nationally to pilot the government 
scheme. 

The course will offer students 
a mixture of classroom learning 
and “on-the-job” experience. 
Each student will take part in an 
industry placement of at least 45 
days per year.

They have been developed 
in collaboration between the 
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Department for Education and 
employers to meet the needs of 
industry and prepare students for 
work.

Headteacher Dominic Malins 
said: “We are very proud that 
the DfE has, in principle, agreed 
to fund us to support us with 
the introduction of these new 
qualifications. 

“We hope these new 
qualifications will provide 
students with the knowledge and 
experience they need to either go 
straight into skilled employment 
or on to further study. 

“This is a pioneering 
programme and we can’t wait to 
be able to offer it to students. It is 
an exciting time for La Retraite.”

Ruth Coyle, Director of Sixth 
Form, said: “We are delighted 
to be at the cutting edge of 
education, which will help our 
students develop outstanding 
employability skills.

“We will really be preparing 
our students for the future digital 
job market and helping address 
the local skills shortages in 
education.”

The Sixth Form 
Centre (left) will 
be developed 
and below, how 
the new building 
may look
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Marian proud of her role as young carer

Mamme relishing tough 
challenge in medicine
FORMER student Mamme Peprah 
said she was inspired to become 
a doctor after seeing reports of 
medical inequality on the news. 

The La Retraite alumna 
began her course at St Mary’s in 
September and is embracing her 
new life as a medical student. 

Mamme paid tribute to the Sixth 
Form staff who she said helped 
her achieve three As and one B at 
A-Level last year.

She said: “The teachers were 
really helpful, making sure we 
got to speak to experts. They also 
organised trips to meet people in 
the medical field. 

“It was a bit nerve-wracking  
at first, starting at such a 
prestigious institution and  
taking such an intensive course, 
but I’m really relishing the 
challenge.” 

Mamme was just 14 when she 
decided to become a doctor after 
watching news reports about 
the treatment of ill and disabled 

children in third-world countries. 
After graduating her six-year 

course, Mamme intends to work 
with youngsters in developing 
nations to help address the global 
problem of medical inequality.

Mamme said: “As soon as 
I found out about how young 
people in economically deprived 
countries were treated, I knew I 
wanted to help.”

“I really want to make a 
difference in the world. 

The medical student joined 
La Retraite for Sixth Form and 
advised current students that 
the school’s best resource is the 
teachers. 

She said: “They are very 
knowledgeable about their 
subjects and can offer great 
advice. 

“Students here should ask a lot 
of questions and get as much help 
as they can. The staff are really 
driven to help you achieve your 
goals.”

AN inspiring student is helping to raise 
awareness of young interpreters after being 
featured in a BBC news article.

Year 10 student Marian shared her 
experiences as an English to Spanish 
translator for her Bolivian parents.

The student is responsible for helping her 
parents in all English-speaking situations, 
including her own school parents’ evening. 

Marian said: “I’m happy I could share my 
story with people, because there are lots 
of students like me who translate for their 
parents and if more people understand, 
they can offer us help.

“Most girls my age wouldn’t know about 
things like housing benefit or how to pay 
for prescriptions, but I have to because I sort 
out those things for my family.”

The 14-year-old spoke no English when 
she moved to the UK from Spain at the age 
of 9, but is now fluent and preparing to sit 
her English GCSE next year.

The diligent student also acts as a carer 
for her mother, who is partially blind and 
regularly accompanies her mum to doctor’s 
appointments.

Marian said: “I love my family and am 
proud to say I’m a young carer. It’s a very 
important role even though it can be 
challenging. The school helps me deal with 

the extra responsibility with the Young 
Carers’ group, which is a lunchtime club 
where student carers meet up and share our 
experiences.”

Marian added: “It’s helpful to be able to 
talk about what my duties are and how I’m 

coping with people who are in the same 
position. It shows me that I’m not alone.”

The Young Carers group is run in 
partnership with Lambeth Council’s Young 
Carers Project and hosted every Tuesday by 
Learning Mentor Miss Ungaro.

Wordsmiths Breana and Debora holding their prizes for 
winning the school’s poetry competition on National 
Poetry Day.
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Students are getting to 
grips with cross-stitchTwins’ extra 

study hones 
maths skills 
IDENTICAL twins are 
multiplying their future options 
with an advanced maths class at 
University College London.

Ruth and Elizabeth joined 
the Year 12 AS Maths Problem 
Solving class to help get the top 
grades to win a place at a Russell 
Group university.

After university, Ruth is 
considering pursuing a career in 
finance while Elizabeth has her 
sights set on a future in medicine, 
both of which require exceptional 
maths skills.

Elizabeth said: “The course 
really improves your logical skills 
and reasoning, which will be so 
useful in medicine and will also 
help me stand out.

“Statistics is a lot harder than 
empirical maths, but it’s a really 

good challenge and will help both 
of us achieve our goals.”

The sisters were told about the 
additional course by Maths Lead 
Practitioner Michele Donolato 
and said the school has gone 
above and beyond to support their 
academic development.

As well as being assigned 
a mentor, A-Level students 
also have access to scholarship 
programmes and CV-enhancing 
opportunities.

Ruth said: “Our Maths  
Practitioner is fantastic and 
will keep us informed of any 
opportunities for work experience 
or other schemes.

“It definitely motivates you to 
try harder and aim high when you 
know you have the support of the 
school staff behind you.”

OUR newest students are 
piecing together fantastic 
new friendships in the school’s 
Cross-Stitch Club.

The weekly after-school 
club, hosted in the library, 
teaches students how to sew 
and create their own designs 
and patterns, with help from 
social media guru Mr X Stitch 
(below). 

Year 7 student Camille said: 
“I decided to join the Cross-
Stitch Club after seeing a 
showcase of their work in the 
library. 

“It looked really fun and 

there was some great work 
from previous projects. Right 
now, we’re just learning all  
the basic stitches, but soon 
we’ll be sewing proper  
pieces, which I’m looking 
forward to.”

Year 7 student Casey agreed: 
“I’ve always liked stitching, but 
didn’t know the proper way to 
do the stitches or how to use 
different needles for different 
fabrics. 

“Meeting the other cross-
stitchers, having fun and 
chatting together is my 
favourite part of the club.”

Those who help others should be proud
   AT the end of a very busy autumn term, 

it is nice to sit back and reflect on all the 
amazing achievements of our young people 
and staff.  

We are always very proud of the students’ 
academic achievements, their sporting 
successes and their creative productions, 
but we reserve our biggest smile for those 
individuals who go out of their way to help 
others. 

In the Pope’s Advent message, he  
encourages us to `stay awake’ in the lead up 
to Christmas, by having our heart “free and 

oriented in the right direction” and “to take 
care of our brothers and sisters who find 
themselves alone, abandoned, or ill”.  

I can safely say that the students at La 
Retraite are great examples of this ethos, all 
year round. 

The Students Leaders and the Anti-
bully Ambassadors, led by Ms Adams, are 
prime examples of this and make a huge 
contribution to the caring ethos of the 

school. Two students, Shiloh and Amariah 
in Year 8, deserve special recognition for 
the support they have provided another 
student every day since September.

I am very lucky to work with such a 
dedicated and hard working staff, such 
supportive parents and such fantastic 
students. 

I wish you all a peaceful Christmas  
and hope that during Advent you find the 
time for `stillness and quiet and, in the 
silence, hear that still, small voice which  
is Yours’.

Headteacher Dominic Malins reflects on 
the successes over the last term

‘

‘
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Budding writers’ chance 
to meet leading authors
YOUNG writers had the chance 
to meet their favourite authors at 
Wimbledon Book Fest.

The star-studded literary event 
was opened by children’s laureate 
Cressida Cowell and included 
live readings and interviews from 
famous writers including Konnie 
Huq.

They also got to meet renowned 
author Malorie Blackman, who 
signed copies of her latest addition 
to the ‘Noughts and Crosses’ 
series. 

Each year the festival holds a 
contest for school-age wordsmiths, 
with the winning essays, stories 
and poems being published in 
the Young Writers’ Competition 
Anthology.

Both Year 8 student Harmony 
and Year 10 student Dilys beat 
other contenders to have their 
poems featured in this year’s 
collection, which carries the theme 
‘The Island’.

Harmony said: “Malorie 
Blackman is one of my favourite 
writers – I love her books. It was 
amazing to meet her.

“Reading is something that I 
love to do and it helps inspire me 
to write, which is why I entered 
the Young Writers’ Competition.”

Dilys said: “Both my own and 
Harmony’s poems were judged as 
highly commended, which means 
we’ll be included in the anthology.

“Books and reading are a huge 
part of my life and it feels really 
rewarding to have something that 

I’ve written put out into the world 
for other people to hopefully 
enjoy.”

Harmony agreed: “I’m excited 
to have my poem in the anthology, 
it feels like a privilege to be in a 
published work.”

Daniella’s thanks for teacher’s support 
A HIGH-FLYING Scholarship student 
has thanked her teacher for helping 
her apply to read maths at Cambridge 
University.

Year 13 student Daniella said she 
was inspired to apply to the world’s 
fourth-oldest university after receiving 
guidance and encouragement from 
teacher Mr Donolato.

Currently studying maths, further 
maths and physics at A-Level, Daniella 
has had the opportunity to attend 
lectures at Cambridge, talk to current 
undergraduates and tour the grounds.

Daniella said: “Mr Donolato has helped 
me with my personal statement, given 

me past papers and interview mocks and 
is trying to get me and other students on 
to a STEPS programme, which prepares 
us for the Cambridge entrance exams.

“I never considered applying to 
somewhere so prestigious but the school 
has encouraged me to be ambitious and 
aim high. 

“The subjects were covered in real 
depth and I was impressed by the 
formal teaching style and the modules 
Cambridge has on offer.

“As I’m on the Scholarship Programme,  
we also get a personal mentor and the 
school lets us know about different 
opportunities.”

Daniella is currently waiting to hear if 
she has been accepted to Cambridge and 
is spending her time revising as hard as 
she can, cheered on by her mother, who 
is also preparing to take her accountancy 
exams.

Daniella said: “We both keep each 
other motivated. My mum is a big role 
model for me as she’s achieved so much 
since coming to the UK from Ecuador at 
17.

“Getting to Cambridge would mean 
a lot to me, because it would give me 
opportunities that someone from my 
background wouldn’t normally have and 
would be a big achievement.”

Right: Festival 
guest speakers 
Konnie Huq and 
Malorie Blackman 
enjoy a laugh



Students inspired 
by professor’s talk  
on life experiences
SCHOLARSHIP students were given the 
inside track on applying to top universities by 
a distinguished Oxford University academic.

Professor Grant C. Churchill gave a 
lecture on the applications process, interview 
techniques and entrance exams at the start of 
October.

As well as advising students how to make 
their applications stand out, the medical  
expert also shared his own life story and 
experiences.

Year 13 student Harry said: “I’ve applied to 
take law at Cambridge and the talk went over 
the various routes for getting there, which was 
really relevant.

“Professor Churchill was very inspiring. 
He talked about growing up in Canada and 

working on the family farm, which showed 
that not everyone who goes to elite universities 
is from the same background.”

Year 12 student Harry, who recently joined 
the sixth form, says the talk inspired him to 
apply to an Oxbridge university.  

Harry said: “Professor Churchill’s lecture 
reinforced what the school teaches us; that you 
should always pursue your dreams and if you 
want something, go for it.

“He talked about university being an 
educationally intoxicating environment, which 
sounds really appealing.

“Being accepted to an institution like 
Cambridge would be feel like a big deal  
and like I was capable of whatever I set my 
mind to.”
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Centre stage for Esther

La Retraite alumna Elizabeth 
Wild has published her first book 
championing diversity entitled 
‘Wendy Was A Different Witch’.

Passion for drama was ignited during 
a charged performance of Lorca’s 
Blood Wedding at the YoungVic 
Theatre.

TALENTED Sixth Form student Esther 
commanded the stage during her 
speech inspired by Black  History Month, 
delivered as part of a retreat day last 
October.

She shared the platform with a 
representative from global charity CAFOD 
and discussed racial inequality in the 21st 
century.

In her speech, Esther discussed potent 
topics, including the legacy of slavery and 
oversexualisation of BAME girls, 
 and highlighting present-day 
inconsistencies by sharing examples  
from her own life. 

Esther said: “I felt nervous talking to my 
peers about my own experiences, but I 
felt getting personal would allow me to 

relate to them and the issues that they 
face. Given the diversity of the school, it’s 
essential that students are made aware 
of important social issues such as mental 
health and sexuality.”

The Year 13 student’s passion for 
human rights has inspired her to become 
involved in the social justice movement, 
Advocacy Academy.

Through the organisation, she co-
founded the ICFree campaign to tackle 
racial profiling in stop-and-search police 
drills.

Esther said: “I wanted to give a speech 
related to Black History Month because 
what has come before has shaped where 
we are now and can help guide us in 
making a better future.”
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Young eco-warriors pay 
tribute to activist Greta
CREATIVE eco-champions joined the fight 
against climate change by creating a life-size 
painting of teenage activist Greta Thunberg.

The collaborative, cross-year group project 
is the brainchild of art teacher Ms Nutton, 
who was inspired by the Swedish schoolgirl’s 
speech at the UN Climate Summit.

Students drafted their design before putting 
paintbrush to canvas, with different artists 
focusing on different sections.

Year 8 student Lindsay said: “I think Greta’s 
really inspirational in the way she told off 
world leaders for not looking after the planet 
properly. 

“Her work is really motivational as it 
encourages people to think about their actions, 
even with little things like switching to 
reusable bottles.”

The attention-grabbing artwork will greet 
visitors to the school at the main entrances. 

The colourful piece has Greta as the focal 
point, and different scenery and slogans in the 
background, including an image of a polar bear 
holding a sign saying ‘Humans will be extinct 
too’.

Lindsay said: “I hope when people see the 
painting, they will think about Greta’s message 
and take action in their own lives.

“Art can be a great way of getting your point 
across and effecting change and that’s what I 
want this piece to achieve.”

BUDDING mathematician Ornelia came 
top of her class in a number-crunching 
competition.

The Year 7 student was the only one 
in the lunchtime Maths Challenge Club 
who managed to complete the entire 
problem-solving paper, ending with a 
sudoku-themed puzzle.

Ornelia received merits for winning 
and said she enjoyed experimenting 
with different formulas to get the correct 
answer.

She said: “I felt happy when my teacher 
told me I had come first and my family 
was pleased when I told them.

“It’s motivated me to try even harder 
in maths because I’ve seen what I can 
achieve and you need good maths skills 
for any job.

“The maths club is really good and 
encourages you to approach problems 
in different ways, which has definitely 
improved my maths.”

HeadteacHer Mr Malins has paid 
tribute to governor Pauline robertson, 
who has sadly passed away.

Pauline, a former solicitor, was one of 
the school’s longest-serving governors, 
having spent nearly ten years in the role. 

Mr Malins said: “Pauline gave 
unstinting service, helped in a huge part by 
her long career as a solicitor.   

“Pauline had a great eye for detail and 
was very focused on ensuring the school 
followed procedure and stuck to it.  

“She had the wealth of knowledge 
and experience that made her an ideal 
governor.  We will miss her wisdom and 
guidance and she will leave a big gap that 
will be very difficult to fill.  

“Our thoughts and prayers go to her 
daughters, her son, her brother, her 
grandchildren and her wider family and 
close friends.”

Long-serving 
governor will 
be missed

Ornelia tops 
maths club
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Clintons’ book launch is 
a real treat for students
ASPIRATIONAL Year 10 students learned 
about iconic women throughout history  
from two present-day leaders during an 
exclusive book launch by Hillary and Chelsea 
Clinton.

The famous mother-daughter team read 
extracts from their new book ‘Gutsy Women: 
Famous Stories of Courage and Resilience’ at 
the showcase at London’s Southbank Centre in 
November.

Students also got the chance to quiz the 
former First Lady and one-time presidential 
candidate and her daughter.

They also learned about trailblazing female 
influencers, including Florence Nightingale 
and Dorothea Dix.

Year 10 student Kadija said: “It was a 
really inspirational event. It felt strange to see 
someone that you’d seen so many times on 
television right there in real life.

“I thought that Hillary and Chelsea would 
be very serious, but they were really witty and 
humorous during the talk.”

The students listened while Hillary was 
interviewed by Cambridge Professor Mary 
Beard on the topic of resilient women.

GCSE student Ella said: “It was a fantastic 
opportunity to hear such high-profile figures 
give their point of view and hear them read 
their own work.

“It was really inspiring because there was a 
big focus on successful women and how you 
can empower young women.”

At the end of the event, each student  
went home with their own copy of the new 
release as well as some serious food for 
thought.

Last year, students attended the book launch 
of former First Lady Michelle Obama.

Strength in numbers: Students stand united with Streatham & Clapham High School in the Combined Cadet Force.
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Mia hit the 
target with 
Chelsea call
IT was the back of the net for a 
Year 8 football star who impressed 
at a trial to become the newest 
recruit of Chelsea FC youth 
academy.

Coaches at the Premier League 
club’s youth team were so 
impressed with Mia’s skills they 
offered her place in the squad the 
next day.

The young athlete began 
playing football in her native 
Dominican Republic at the age of 
four and says she hopes to build a 
professional career in the sport.

Mia said: “I’m so happy to 
have got into Chelsea. I can’t stop 
smiling, it’s a dream come true 
for me. I knew I did well but to 
be called back the next day was 
really great.

“There were some really 

talented players when I went to 
the trial, so now that I’m on the 
team, I’m going to have to up my 
game and train hard to get as good 
as I can.”

The fledgling soccer star has 
already shown her talents on the 
pitch for the school team, joining 
the Year 8-10 team when she was 
still in Year 7. 

Mia said: “I want to do as well 
as I can and learn everything I can 
to make myself and my family 
proud. I really enjoy playing 
for the school team, particularly 
against older age groups.

“Getting to play for Chelsea 
Girls’ team shows that I was 
right to back myself and I’m 
really grateful because it’s taking 
me closer to my goal of being a 
professional footballer.”

Students got a taste of the dramatic during an invigorating 
show from Spanish theatre company Onatti Productions.

Students were inspired by a speech from Labour candidate 
for Streatham Bell, Ribeiro Addy, on her journey into politics.

Politics students took learning beyond the classroom with a 
visit to the Houses of Parliament.

La Retraite Theatre Company’s directors standing proud after 
their production ‘The Nativity’ received a standing ovation.


