
Roman Catholic Girls’ School
La Retraite

An Outstanding education and life-defining  
experiences for ambitious young women
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WELCOME TO LA RETRAITE GIRLS’ SCHOOL

Firmly rooted in our local community and with 140 years of experience in 

education, our reputation is underpinned by a long history of academic 

excellence, high standards and inclusive Catholic ethos. 

Our proven track record of success stems from a blend 

of traditional values and an unmitigated dedication to 

innovation; providing students with access to the resources, 

knowledge and experiences to fulfil their ambitions.

A La Retraite education is defined by creating opportunities 

and opening doors. We want our girls to develop as a 

La Retraite Girl and join our lasting legacy of tenacious, 

compassionate, courageous and powerful young women, 

who push boundaries to make a difference in tomorrow’s 

world. Our unique student experience – Pick Your Pathway 

– offers every girl a wealth of experience to do exactly this: 

stimulating, inspiring and challenging them to achieve their 

own version of excellence. 

Our determination to prepare girls for their future 

permeates every aspect of school life: opportunities 

for scholarship, leadership prospects and an unrivalled 

enrichment experience, one that sees our girls travel 

the world and play an active role in supporting the local 

community in which we live, study and work. 

Our Catholic ethos welcomes girls of all faiths and 

none, and complements our contemporary education 

by nurturing a moral and compassionate understanding 

in our students. In this way, our education extends far 

beyond just the classroom, helping to shape every  

La Retraite girl into an adult, ready to thrive in  

modern society. 

Our offer to students continues into the La Retraite 6,  

our sixth form, where every student has the opportunity 

to explore their academic passions, carve out their career 

aspirations and immerse themselves in a diverse range  

of subjects.

I feel privileged to lead a school that is determined to 

see each and every one of its students succeed. As we 

continue to always better the education we provide,  

I look forward to welcoming you into our thriving and 

unique community.

Dominic Malins
Headteacher

‘ There is a relentless 
pursuit of excellence by 
the headteacher, senior 
leaders and governors. 
Leadership is outstanding 
at all levels. Ofsted
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Formidable Talent            Courageous Spirit            Determined    Minds            Irrepressible Potential            Boundless Ambition

View our 

welcome 

video here

https://youtu.be/txgf_NGTkkI
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A SCHOOL FOR EVERY GIRL

We’re a school that is united by high expectations and a passion to see  

every student succeed. 

Our Catholic ethos is an important part of how we ensure 

this becomes a reality, but we are a truly inclusive school 

and warmly welcome students of all faiths and none. 

Whether you are a practicing Catholic or not, thanks 

to our long history of outstanding outcomes for every 

student we are living proof of the widely understood 

benefits that being part of an all-girls faith school  

can bring. 

The hallmarks of those flourishing in this type of 

education, and what you will witness in our girls, are 

students who are academically exceptional and pride 

themselves on excellence, which inspires higher levels of 

confidence. Typically, this drives many to pursue careers 

in traditionally male-dominated STEM fields. Our girls are 

encouraged to develop as like-minded young women, 

who are determined, ambitious and fearless, in a culture 

that drives and celebrates achievement. 

WELCOMING THE NEXT GENERATION 

We want our girls to make memories that last a lifetime, and this begins the 

moment they are offered a place at La Retraite.

Through our well-established Transition Programme, students have the opportunity to meet with their future teachers, 

build friendships, find their feet in new surroundings and experience life at the school long before they join. We want 

students to have an experience bespoke for them, so we take the time to get to know every girls’ passions, interests, 

personalities and the ways in which they learn best, enabling us to shape the pathway that puts them on track for success.

“�La�Retraite�School�is�an�
Outstanding�Catholic�School�
because�it�provides�a�highly�
holistic�education�for�its�pupils�
which�is�deeply�rooted�in�Gospel�
values�and�the�teachings�of�the�
Catholic�Church.”

  Denominational Inspection Report 2018 Our truly inclusive ethos 

welcomes all and every girl, 

to join us on our Outstanding 

journey and long-lasting  

legacy of success.

“ I chose to apply for La Retraite as it specialises in Science, 

Maths and had a strong Music department: my three 

favourite subjects, and some of which I hope to pursue 

later in life through my career and passions. As soon as  

I started, I applied for the Music Scholarship Programme. 

La Retraite offers every girl the opportunity to learn a 

musical instrument, and the Scholarship Programme will 

allow me to take my hobby one step further: performing  

both nationally and internationally, continuing to learn 

and try new instruments and enjoy different opportunities 

related to music and the arts. 

  Moving from primary to secondary school was a big 

change, but the school helped me, and all my peers, 

to settle in. Through visits to our primary schools that 

outlined expectations and invitations to the school 

for Friendship Afternoon, Taster and Retreat Days, 

a staggered start and much more, I began to build 

friendships, got to know our new school surroundings 

and met with our teachers, which eased the process. 

I would recommend La Retraite to any girl looking 

for a welcoming school environment, lots of clubs, 

opportunities to try something new and teachers  

that make learning exciting”. 

St Bernadette Catholic Junior  
School Alumni

‘���The�work�of�this�outstanding�
school�is�underpinned�by�
an�atmosphere�of�high�
expectations�and�care�for�
the�individual.’ Ofsted 

Hear from our 
transition lead 
and students by 
clicking here. 

https://youtu.be/r5Bzx8D_EfM


A rich culture 
that nurtures 

and empowers

A promise 
of academic 
excellence

Laying the Foundations 
for Success 

Our long history of successful alumni and 
outstanding academic results are a testament to 
the quality of education offered. You only have to 
see the members of our La Retraite Legacy to see 

we have a remarkable track-record of sending 
students to the UK’s most prestigious universities 

and our girls going on to be trailblazers in 
their chosen professions. 

Personal Development
Through strong relationships with our families, 
between staff and students, a strong pastoral 
system and dedicated teams, each learner 

is supported at every stage of their school 
journey and the personal and academic needs 

of every student in our care is met.

Scholars
Our Scholarship Programmes include Junior, 
Sixth Form and Music Scholarships. These aim 
to provide students with practical experience 

and equip them with skills and knowledge to 
support their future aspirations. Through a 

menu of workshops, additional language subjects 
and enrichment activity, our girls are challenged 

and mentored to prepare and succeed.

Celebrating Every Girl
The achievements, successes, passions and 

personalities of every girl are fostered at 
La Retraite. Through a broad enrichment 

programme and a host of celebration events 
throughout the year, every girls individuality 

and fl air is recognised and rewarded.

Traditional values 
enhanced by 
innovation

Developing 
leaders of 
the future

Making the Difference 
Working in partnership with the Royal Navy 

Combined Cadet Force (CCF) allows our girls 
the opportunity to engage in a broad range of 

challenging and adventurous education activities. 
Participation in this programme drives the 

development of key skills alongside gaining 
nationally accredited qualifi cations and enjoy 

once in a life time experiences. 

Beyond the Classroom 
Residential stays, day trips, cultural experiences 
and frequent visits abroad are weaved into the 

school year to build students’ cultural capital. 
Inside school, our enrichment programme is 

complemented by a host of clubs, linked to sports, 
languages, subjects, hobbies and a wide range 
of music opportunities, including Gospel choir, 

composing, orchestra, band and theory. With much 
more on offer, there truly is something for everyone.  

Opportunities to Lead
Girls are empowered to develop and 

practise a range of skills integral for their 
future, including debating and presenting, 
problem-solving, collaboration, reasoning, 
communication and many more, achieved 

through leadership roles.

Empowering Learners
Our extensive network of partners incorporates a 
wide range of sectors, to enrich our curriculum, 
create new ways of learning and offer different 

perspectives of the world. These partners 
include Google, ISG, Comensura, Sainsburys, 

the Railway Group, EDF Eneergy, QuantumBlack 
and many more.

Preparing for the Future
Encompassing education, information, guidance, 

exposure and practical experiences linked to 
their chosen fi eld, our Careers Programme 
is bespoke for each year group. Students 

are equipped with the support, knowledge, 
experience and skills needed to make informed 

decisions regarding their career choices.

Forward-Thinking Education
The La Retraite 6 is one of the few chosen Sixth 

Forms to pioneer T Level education. Developed in 
collaboration with employees, businesses and the 
sixth form, the course aims to open doors to the 
highly skilled workforce through classroom theory, 

practical learning and placement. 

The Curriculum
Our T&L standards are extremely high and 

uncompromising. We deliver a curriculum that 
offers learning experiences which broaden 

horizons and challenge our girls to step out 
of their comfort zone.

Giving Back Programme
The La Retraite Giving Back Programme 

inspires our girls to work together, to contribute 
to their community. Through fundraising, 

support, volunteering and companionship, our 
girls are shown what it means to be empathetic 

and active citizens, ready to take their 
place in the world.

Your Pathway
Roman Catholic Girls’ School
La Retraite
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PICK YOUR PATHWAY
Our student experience is underpinned by four key strands: Nurturing, Learning, Innovating and Leading. Our rich and 

diverse offer will allow your daughter to pick her own pathway, meaning she can take part in the activities that inspire 

her and allow her to pursue her own vision of excellence.



“ As a student leader, I have had the opportunity 

to develop many skills, including leadership, 

collaboration, reasoning, independent thinking, 

decision making and presenting, alongside 

supporting many aspects of school life.

  La Retraite really values and places emphasis 

on gaining skills and experiencing things 

beyond the classroom, to ensure we all have a 

range of attributes under our belt that offer an 

attractive proposition to universities, employers 

and we develop as well-rounded, successful 

young women, confident in ourselves. It’s what 

we call, having the Traits, of a La Retraite Girl. 

  I have enjoyed so much at La Retraite, from 

the school trips and enrichment activities, 

to celebrating outstanding exam results 

and creating friendships that will last a life 

time. I look forward to building upon these 

as I progress to the La Retraite 6 and attend 

university to study medicine. I made this 

decision based on advice and extra-curricular 

opportunities through the Careers Programme, 

and feel secure in my next steps and proud  

of my imprint on the La Retraite Legacy”.

Year 11 Student
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‘Teaching�is�outstanding�
because�teachers�know�
students�extremely�well�
and�personalise�learning��

to�individuals’�needs��
and�abilities.’ Ofsted 
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THE LA RETRAITE 6 

We pride ourselves on the seven-year journey offered at La Retraite; which 

seamlessly evolves from the main school into the La Retraite 6, our well-

established and coeducational Sixth Form that welcomes many of our  

own girls as well as external students seeking an Outstanding education. 

The La Retraite 6 provides every student the opportunity 

to create their own vision, empowering every learner 

the chance to succeed in whichever pathway they have 

chosen for themselves. Our offer encompasses a range 

of eclectic and life enhancing experiences, specialist 

teachers, an innovative curriculum and a reputation for 

academic excellence, which we believe is the perfect 

match for forward-thinking young adults, seeking their 

place in a competitive world.

Our proud history speaks for itself. To ensure we 

continually offer the highest quality provision, we extend 

our curriculum to incorporate Academic, Entrepreneurial 

and Technical Scholarships, pioneering A-Levels, 

T-Levels and BTEC qualifications to fulfil the needs and 

aspirations of every learner, as they make their mark 

within the La Retraite Legacy.

Fiona graduated from La Retraite school in 2014,  
as the Sixth Form President and having achieved an 
impressive portfolio of results that enabled her to 
pursue her ambitious goals.
“Upon leaving La Retraite, I attended Oxford University 

to read Workforce Strategy and progressed to Harvard 

Graduate School of Education in Massachusetts, where  

I achieved a Masters in Culture Consultancy. Attending  

La Retraite inspired my passion for academia and built 

the foundations of my history of strong education.  

I have countless fond memories of the school, including 

the close-knit community and the opportunities offered 

which built my confidence, prepared me for life after 

school and both nurtured and challenged, to instil a 

sense of self-belief”.

Click here to 
see a snapshot 
of the LR6

https://youtu.be/Kg4lXOoZAXs


La Retraite RC Girls’ School
Atkins Road, Clapham Park, London, SW12 0AB
Telephone: 020 8673 5644
E-mail Address: schsec@laretraite.lambeth.sch.uk

  @LaRetraiteSW12

FACILITIES

Our high standards are complemented by an array of first-class facilities, which 

enhance our academic, arts and sports offer. Blending tradition with the modern, 

we are able to deliver an innovative education in a stimulating environment,  

for every girl. These include, but are not limited to: 

• A well-resourced and spacious library

• An abundance of outdoor spaces

•  Brand new Sixth Form centre, complete with purpose-built classroom and 

technologies and communal area

• Large Chapel

• Floodlit Multi-Purpose Sports Pitch with Astroturf

• Full size indoor Sports Hall

• Basketball and Netball Court

• Dance Studio and Drama Studio furnished for a range of activities and performances

• Fully equipped Science laboratories.

To find out more about our facilities or hire, please contact our reception.


