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History 

Qualification achieved: GCSE History 

Syllabus and Board: Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History 

Assessment: 
Examination – three written papers (100% of total GCSE) 
No controlled assessment or coursework 

Course Content: 

GCSE History allows students to develop many skills including building a logical argument, being open 
minded, problem solving and developing sensitivity to historical problems. It also helps students to become 
independent thinkers and make sense of the world that we live in today, whilst also developing their 
communication and presentation skills. 

Topics are as follows: 

Paper 1: Thematic Study and Historic Environment (30% of total GCSE) 
Written examination – 1 hour and 15 minutes 
52 marks total (16 for historic environment, 36 for the thematic study) 
 
Medicine Through Time 1250-Present 
This comprises a thematic study (medicine in Britain 1250-present) and a study of an historic environment 
(The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: surgery and treatment). During the course there is an 
opportunity to join a field trip to the Battlefields of World War One in Belgium and France. 

Paper 2: Period Study and British Depth Study (40% of the total GCSE) 
Written examination – 1 hour and 45 minutes 
64 marks total (32 for period study, 32 for depth study) 
 
Period Study: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91  
British Depth study (B4) Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 

Paper 3: Modern Depth Study (30% of the total GCSE) 
Written examination – 1 hour and 15 minutes 
52 marks total 
 
Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 

Sixth Form Study and Careers Opportunities: 

Employees and universities recognise that History is an academic subject and the challenge this brings with it. 
It is on the ‘Russell Group’ list of subjects due to this. There are a wide variety of jobs that require the skills that 
you will develop as a historian. These skills can help you become a Lawyer, Journalist, Economist, Teacher, TV 
presenter, Civil Servant, Actor, Publicist, Social Worker, Politician and Conservationist to name a few. If you 
want to be a scientist, you still need to develop your analytical and communication skills. The Council of 
Europe has said that ‘Historical awareness should be an essential part of the education of young people’. We 
look forward to seeing you in GCSE History next year!       

 


