
LA RETRAITE’S 
LONG-STANDING LEGACY OF 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
CONTINUES IN 2021 RESULTS!



Once again, we celebrated the successes and outstanding achievements of our GCSE 

cohort. Despite another difficult year for students, the percentage of students achieving 

the top grades remains impressive and are a testament to students hard work, adaptability 

and resilience, alongside staff’s determination and support.

SOME OF OUR SUCCESS STORIES… 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2021 EXAMINATIONS INCLUDE:

 » 68% of students achieved five grades Level 5+ including English and Maths, an 

increase of six percentage points on 2020 results

 » 85% of students achieved Level 5+ in English

 » 68% of students achieved Level 5+ in Maths

 » 81% of students achieved Level 4+ in one Science; 40% in all three Sciences

 » Over half (52%) of EBacc students achieved Level 4+ in English 

 » 61% of students studying a language attained Level 4+

 » Attainment8 increases from 54.96 to 58.75 in 2021.

OUR GCSE RESULTS...

NANETTE, WOODMANSTERNE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Nanette is one step closer to achieving her goal of studying law at university, as she celebrates 

attaining 6 Grade 9s in Biology, History, Maths, English and RE, 3 Grade 8s in Chemistry, Physics 

and Drama alongside a Grade 7 in Spanish. Nannette praises the school for pushing her out of her 

comfort zone and developing her public speaking skills, from reading in assembly to speaking 

about her charity efforts whilst on tour in Belgium, a skill she knows will set her apart from the 

competition in the future. Nannette looks forward to attending the La Retraite 6, to study English 

Literature, History and Maths. 

“There is something unique about La Retraite, the sense of sisterhood and great community 

spirit. Not only are the teachers passionate about helping you, but older students and your 

peers look out for one another too and as students, we are given so many opportunities 

to participate within the life of the school. It goes above and beyond my expectations 

of secondary school, and I leave knowing that I have achieved my potential, not only 

academically, but as a young adult.”

I WOULD RECOMMEND LA RETRAITE BECAUSE OF THE SUPPORTIVE 

ENVIRONMENT, WHERE WE ARE ENCOURAGED TO GROW NOT ONLY 

ACADEMICALLY, BUT AS A WHOLE PERSON...“ ”



GLENDA, WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Glenda achieved an outstanding 9 Grade 9s in Maths, English Literature, Triple Science, RE, 

History and Art, alongside a Grade 8 in Spanish, placing her as La Retraite’s highest achiever, 

this year. With ambitions to study Medicine at an Oxbridge or Russell Group University, 

Glenda is well placed to do so as she looks forward to studying Biology, Chemistry and 

Maths at the La Retraite 6, where we are sure she will repeat her success. 

“The school has helped me immensely in achieving my goals and I am truly grateful 

for the continuous support I received. Most importantly, the scholarship programme 

was a privilege and motivated me to keep pursuing my goals; I was given the 

opportunity to take part in school trips such as to the University of Cambridge, whilst 

the careers advice I was provided with helped me to have more faith in myself that 

I can get to where I want to be.”

SOLIYANA, ENGLISH MARTYRS ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Soliyana is delighted to have attained an exceptional 8 Grade 9s, a Grade 8 and Grade 6 in her GCSEs 

and praises the school and her supportive teachers for inspiring her to become the person she is 

today – confident, self-assured and with self-belief that she can achieve anything she puts her mind 

to, with ambitions of reading law at university.

“I would recommend La Retraite because of the supportive environment, where we are 

encouraged to grow not only academically, but as a whole person. The opportunities such 

as the enrichment and scholarship programme provided me with invaluable insights into 

what my future could hold, and career possibilities and the support offered encouraged and 

enabled me to achieve my goals. I would advise all younger students to take advantage of all 

the opportunities and support offered at La Retraite and dream big!”

OUR GCSE RESULTS...

AFERATA, DURAND ACADEMY 

With ambitions of becoming a surgeon and attending a top university to study medicine, Aferata 

is well placed to do so, having achieved an impressive portfolio of 7 Grade 9s and 2 Grade 8s. The La 

Retraite community looks forward to warmly welcoming her back, as she joins the La Retraite 6 to 

study Maths, Chemistry and Biology. 

“I would advise younger students to always talk to the people around them – the La Retraite 

community is incredibly supportive, welcoming and acts as a second family. Teachers are 

dedicated to helping you achieve your goal, and they helped me by identifying the skill sets 

and grades I would need for my career path, and then inspired me to attain it.”



The La Retraite 6 are delighted to share the outstanding results achieved by Sixth Form 
students, marking another year of academic and personal achievements for students 
to add to its existing legacy of academic excellence. In the face of a challenging year, 
students have continued to display their strength of character, and it has not held back 
on their ambitious plans for the future and achieving excellence, with elated students 
accepting places at prestigious and first-choice universities, alongside embarking on 
their chosen career pathways and apprenticeships. 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 » Nearly 70% of the A Level cohort achieved A*-B grades; all top achievers attained A*-A grades. 

 »  Vocational results go from strength to strength, with nearly 70% of learners achieving Distinction*.

 »  74% of students gained entry to their first-choice university. 

 »  At A Level, students add a whole grade and in vocational subjects students add almost two grades to 

students prior achievement.

 »  100% of students passed their core exams and employer set project for the Digital and Childcare and 

Education T Levels and transition students have all successfully completed their course. 

 »  T Level students are embarking on their placements at the Civil Service, BLS Media, MSE and childcare 

provisions. 

 »  Students are embarking on a number of degree pathways, including Neuroscience, Law, Cognitive and 

Clinical Neuroscience, Biomedical Sciences, Digital Media, Marketing, Pharmacy, International Business, 

Architecture, Medicine, Engineering, Physics, Accounting, Computer Science, Performing Arts, Chemical 

Engineering, LLB, Modern Languages, Fine Arts, Politics and International Relations, and many more. 

SISTERS RUTH AND ELIZABETH, WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Two of the La Retraite 6 highest achievers, Elizabeth celebrates a remarkable set of results today, of A*A*A* in 

Biology, Chemistry and Maths. With these outstanding results, she has secured a place at the Imperial College 

London, to read Medicine. Ruth has excelled in her studies at the La Retraite 6, achieving an impressive 3 A* 

grades in Biology, Chemistry and Maths, she looks forward to attending University College London to study 

Medicine. They commented: 

“There is a real sense of community at the La Retraite 6; the smaller class sizes meant you were able to 

receive more support from teachers, through additional lessons and mentoring outside of class, as they 

really want each student to excel and be able to pursue their passion. More than this, teachers taught us 

how to be resilient; they showed us how to find solutions to solve problems and encouraged us to never 

give up, which was incredibly important in the last year we have faced. I am excited to begin university this 

September and come back to La Retraite, as a part of their Legacy.”

LA RETRAITE 6 SUCCESS!



LA RETRAITE 6 SUCCESS!

The La Retraite 6 is founded upon on an offer that equips every student with the 
experiences, knowledge and attributes to succeed in an ever-changing and ever-
advancing world and embark on their chosen future pathway. The Sixth Form continues 
to expand its offer for students, launching Health and Midwifery and Construction from 
September 2022 and Media to its T Level syllabus in September 2023. 

NICOLE, LA RETRAITE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
GIRLS’ SCHOOL 

Student President and Bonneville Primary School alumni 

Nicole is no stranger to hard work, as evident in her 4 

A Level grades celebrated today. Nicole has attained 

A*A*AA in Theology, Portuguese, Mathematics and 

Economics, and her determination and strong work 

ethic will put her in good stead when she begins her 

Degree Apprenticeship at UBS. 

“I am so appreciative for my experience at the La 

Retraite 6. Not only have I benefited from my role 

within the Presidential Team which has developed 

my skills including leadership, communication, public 

speaking and so much more, but my teachers have gone the 

extra mile to help me achieve the best I can. My advice to students 

would be to never underestimate yourself, but always know that there is a 

strong network of support available at the La Retraite 6. And take advantage of every single opportunity!”

PRECIOUS, LA RETRAITE ROMAN CATHOLIC GIRLS’ SCHOOL 

Precious was delighted to learn that she has secured her place at her first-choice university, Brighton and Sussex 

Medical School, to study medicine, having achieved an outstanding A*AA, in Sociology, Chemistry and Biology 

alongside the ASDAN Award. Precious hopes to specialise in the field of dermatology, and raise awareness of 

different skin diseases across ethnicities, and focus on global health within her medical degree.

“I am incredibly grateful to the La Retraite 6 for providing so many opportunities to support my learning, 

both in and beyond the classroom: excellent teaching, additional classes to boost revision, the Scholarship 

Programme, opportunities to listen to guest speakers, visit universities and meaningful discussions with my 

careers advisor. A particular highlight for me were the careers trips, where I was able to branch out to meet 

people who provided me with work experience opportunities within a Palliative Care Unit, which has aided 

my application to university and secured my place at one of the top 15 Medical Schools in the country. I feel 

prepared for my next steps at University, which is also ranked number one, for student satisfaction– thanks 

to the platform providing at the La Retraite 6. Bring it on!”



FORMIDABLE TALENT   •   DETERMINED MINDS   •   COURAGEOUS SPIRIT

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR STUDENT SUCCESSES, VISIT: 

 » WWW.LARETRAITE.LAMBETH.SCH.UK/2806/SUCCESS-STORIES

 » SIXTHFORM.LARETRAITE.CO.UK/OUTSTANDING-ACHIEVERS

LA RETRAITE ROMAN CATHOLIC GIRLS’ SCHOOL
ATKINS ROAD, CLAPHAM PARK, LONDON, SW12 0AB

HEADTEACHER: MR MALINS

TELEPHONE: 020 8673 5644     EMAIL: ADMIN@LARETRAITE.CO.UK
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