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Events that took place during the Autumn Term 2020 

 
 

Donation  to Clapham Park Foodbank 

 

This year’s Harvest festival celebration was marked by donations  of food items and toiletries 

to  Clapham Park Foodbank. It was commendable to see so many students and staff donating 

items to the Foodbank inspite of the struggles they themselves were facing due to the 

Pandemic.  The Foodbank has given us a special certificate as a recognition for the donations 

made by staff and students.  
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Foodbank is a project founded by local churches and community groups, working together 

towards stopping hunger in local areas. Providing emergency food to people in crisis. Every 

day people in the UK go hungry for reasons ranging from redundancy to receiving an 

unexpected bill on a low income. A simple box of food makes a big difference, with 

foodbanks helping prevent crime, housing loss, family breakdown and mental health 

problems. Schools, churches, businesses and individuals donate non-perishable, in-date food 

to a foodbank. Large collections often take place as part of Harvest Festival celebrations and 

food is also collected at supermarkets. 

 

Year 7 Welcome Liturgy  

 

 
 

This year was a bit different from the rest of the years, as this year we had Year 7 Welcome 

Liturgy instead of Year 7 Welcome Mass. Each class had their separate Welcome Liturgy due 

to Covid 19 restrictions. The students contributed very well to the Liturgy by participating in 

prayers and reflecting on the reading from the Gospel of Matthew which was on ‘Parable of 

the Sheep and the Goat’. 

Lara (Year 7) commented, ‘The Welcome Liturgy at La Retraite was a good way of 

welcoming students. The parable of the sheep and the goat which was reflected upon during 

the Liturgy taught us to love and help others as best as we can’.  

 

Rosary sessions in the month of October 

 

Some classes of KS 3 & 4 had Rosary sessions in the month of October. During the sessions, 

the different mysteries i.e. events in the life of Jesus and Mary were explained. The session 

ended with the recitation of 1 Our Father and 3 Hail Marys. 

 

The recitation of the Rosary started with the apparition of Mary (Mother of Jesus) to Saint 

Dominic around 13th Century A.D. In the vision, Mary urged Saint Dominic to encourage 

others to say the Rosary.  
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Rosary is in fact a meditation on the life of Jesus and Mary. The Rosary combines prayer (the 

I Believe, the Our Fathers & Hail Marys) and reflection on important events in the life of 

Mary and Jesus. 

 

A Rosary has five decades and usually five decades of the Rosary is recited each day but you 

can recite more than one Rosary a day. 

 

There are 4 mysteries which we say on different days of a week. They are  

 

• Joyful Mystery , said on Mondays and Saturdays 

• Sorrowful Mystery said on Tuesdays and Fridays 

• Glorious Mystery said on Wednesdays and Sundays 

• Luminous Mystery said on Thursdays 

 

Each of these mysteries have five events from the life of Jesus and Mary, which is said on the 

days listed above. 

 

You can know more about how to say the Rosary by accessing the link given below 

 

https://www.dummies.com/religion/christianity/catholicism/how-to-pray-the-rosary/ 

 

 
 

 

Year 7 Retreat 

 

Some classes of Year 7 had their retreat during the months of November and December and 

there are two more classes who would be having their retreat in the month of January. The 

main theme of the retreat was ‘Friendship’. It was an opportunity for the students to 

strengthen their friendship with each other and with God. The retreat started with a hymn, 

reading from the book of Job, videos on friendship with each other and with God and pair 

work on the school mission statement and how it helps to live out our friendship in the 

school. 
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Heli (Year 7) said, ‘I really liked the bit where in the book of Job, Job lost everything but was 

still faithful to God. The main thing that stayed with me from the retreat is that if we are 

faithful to God, He will be faithful to us’.  

 
Examples of fantastic work produced by some of the students on Year 7 retreat day. The 

students were given different values e.g. Justice, love etc. and they had to explain how they 

could show those values at La Retraite. 
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Service for the dead 

 

 

 
 

During the month of November, the Church specially remembers all those who have died. In 

the school, we had the service for the dead, which was conducted for each class in KS 3. The 

other year groups had the opportunity to come to the Chapel during break time and pray for 

their loved ones and if they wish they could write the names of their loved ones in the 

‘Remembrance Book’ which was also kept in the staff room for the staff.  
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Knitted Christmas Trees and other Christmas items for sale as part of raising funds for 

the Trinity Hospice  

 

The student chaplains did a marvellous job raising funds for the Trinity Hospice. They sold 

knitted Christmas trees filled with chocolates (made by Ms.Laszki), Christmas cards and 

Christmas decorations to Year 7 & 8. The rest of the year group were able to buy the 

Christmas goodies from the Chaplain`s office. In spite of all the difficulties the Christmas 

spirit of helping others was kept up by the students.  
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Advent 

 

 
 

This Year due to Covid 19 restrictions, we had virtual Advent Service as large number of 

students could not be accommodated in the Chapel. 

 

You can click on the link below to access the virtual Advent Service- 

https://youtu.be/ZPKaXvXlAIA 

 

 We also decided to have Year 10 had Advent Liturgy for some classes in the Chapel (one 

class at a time) which was conducted by the RE teachers and the Chaplain.  During the 

session the students had prayers, readings and reflection. During the last part of the Liturgy 

the students made a beautiful Advent wreath for their class. 

 

Eysen (Year 10) said, ‘I liked the Liturgy specially where we were invited to write the prayers 

on the wreath made by us from the card paper’. 

https://youtu.be/ZPKaXvXlAIA
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Celebration of the Year of the Word 

 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales have designated 2020 as The God 

Who speaks: A Year of the Word to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Verbum Domini - Pope 

Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word of the Lord’. This also commemorates 

the 1600th anniversary of death of St Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin. The Year 

of the Word is a time where we are invited to celebrate, live and share God's word. In our 

School as well we are celebrating the Year of the Word by organising sessions for KS 3 & 4 

during the year .Fr.Paul Kyne had delivered two sessions for Year 7.  

 

 Fr. Paul did an overview of the Bible that included some instructions on how to interpret the 

Bible in the Catholic Tradition and focussed on a few passages within each section of the 
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Bible e.g. Pentateuch - Genesis 3; Historical Books - Ruth 1:16; Wisdom Literature 7:22-25 

(Eulogy of Wisdom); Prophets Mt 5v17 fulfilment of Law & Prophets; Over view of the 

Gospels and John; a quick overview of Pauls` Epistles & Letters and finally Revelation 12.  

Fr. Paul completed the final sessions for Year 7 this month. 

 

 
 

 

Student Chaplains as Eco- Ambassadors- 

The Year 7 student Chaplains have been doing gardening with the Chaplain and Ms. Jarrett as 

part of being Eco Ambassadors of the school.  This term, the student Chaplains started 

gardening by removing weeds, digging soil and planting new plants in small pots which is 

growing very well.  

They also recycle crisps packets, old pens, raising awareness on how to become 

environmentally friendly and take part in competitions and surveys. 

Abisaa (Year 7) commented, ‘I am delighted to be part of making a difference to the 

environment by becoming an eco-ambassador in this school’. 
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Charities 

 The fundraising events are great opportunities for students to work together, to develop 

leadership skills and, most importantly, to contribute to the community. 

Given below is the information of the Charities that each year group will support for this 

academic year, 2020-2021: 

Year 7 - Trinity Hospice 

Year 8 - Trinity Hospice 

Year 9 - Catholic Children's Crisis Fund & Race for Life (Cancer Research) 

Year 10 - Catholic Children's Crisis Fund & Macmillan Cancer Support 

Year 11 - Catholic Children's Crisis Fund 

Sixth Form - Cancer Research, Balham 

 

You can find more information on charities by clicking the Catholic life tab on the school 

website. 

Upcoming events for next year 

In the coming term, there are plans to have retreats for KS 3 & 4. Also there would be 

activities for Lent e.g. Way of the Cross and Reconciliation service for Lent. Year 11 would 

also be having sessions in the next term on positive thinking and exam success. 

Few words from the Chaplain 

This year was a challenging year in many ways. I would like to specially remember two of 

our students Leanne and Aaliyah who passed away recently. Let us keep their families in our 

prayers. 

Even though it was a challenging year, the staff worked very hard to make sure that the 

students received the best. Let us continue to work and do all that we can to help others. 

This Year , Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as 

Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a 

“Year of Saint Joseph” from 8th  December 2020, to 8th  December 2021. 
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The Holy Father wrote ‘Patris corde’ ( Apostolic Letter ) against the backdrop of the Covid-

19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us see more clearly the importance of “ordinary” 

people who, though far from the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. In 

this, they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 

presence,” who nonetheless played “an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” Let us 

like St.Joseph continue to work and help each other. 

I would like to end by wishing you a very happy Christmas and a happy New Year. May this 

year be a year of love, joy and happiness. 
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Saint of the Term  

 

Saint Joseph (Husband of Mary and Foster Father of Jesus)  

 

Patron Saint of the Universal Church, dying, families, fathers, expectant mothers (pregnant 

women), travellers, immigrants, house sellers and buyers, craftsmen, engineers, and working 

people in general. 

 

 
Joseph was a carpenter, a working man, for the doubtful Nazarenes ask about Jesus, "Is this 

not the carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:55).  Despite his humble work, Joseph came from a 

royal lineage (Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38).  

 

Joseph was also a very kind and caring man. When he discovered Mary was pregnant after 

they had been engaged, he knew the child was not his but was as yet unaware that she was 

carrying the Son of God. He knew women accused of adultery could be stoned to death, so he 

resolved to send her away quietly to not expose her to shame or cruelty. However, when an 

angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins," he did as the angel told him and took Mary as his wife. (Matthew 1:19-25). 

When the angel came again to tell him that his family was in danger, he immediately left 

everything he owned, all his family and friends, and fled to a strange country with his young 

wife and the baby. He waited in Egypt without question until the angel told him it was safe to 

go back (Matthew 2:13-23). 

Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public life, at his death, or resurrection, many 

historians believe Joseph probably had died before Jesus entered public ministry. 
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We celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary and May 

1 for Joseph the Worker. March 19 has been the most commonly celebrated feast day for 

Joseph, and it wasn't until 1955 that Pope Pius XII established the Feast of "St. Joseph the 

Worker" to be celebrated on May 1. This is also May Day (International Workers' Day) and 

believed to reflect Joseph's status as the patron of workers. 

In art, Joseph is typically portrayed as an older man, with grey hair and a beard, often 

balding, sometimes appearing frail and a marginal figure next to Mary and Jesus, if not 

entirely in the background. Some statues of Joseph show his staff topped with flowers. St. 

Joseph is shown with the attributes of a carpenter's square or tools, the infant Jesus, his lily 

blossomed staff, two turtle doves, or a spikenard. 

 

There is much we still wish we could know about Joseph -- exactly where and when he was 

born, how he spent his days, exactly when and how he died. But Scripture has left us with the 

most important knowledge: who he was -- "a righteous man" (Matthew 1:18). 

(Taken from Catholic Online- St.Joseph) 

A prayer to St. Joseph 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
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Wish you a very happy Christmas and a happy New 
Year. May God bless you abundantly. 

 


