
A Sense of Place
A-Level Summer Project

Fine Art A-Level

Brief:  Research the meaning of ‘A Sense of Place’, what it could possibly 
mean but more importantly, what it means to you. You should document 
your research and ideas in a sketchbook, on paper or on Powerpoint, 
including references and research into relevant artists and designers. We 
would then like you to make a number of different pieces of work that 
explore the idea of ‘A Sense of Place’ informed by your ideas and research. 
Your work should not only explore the theme but should also explore a 
number of different materials and processes if possible. You should work 
from primary sources where possible. These processes could possibly 
include various ways of drawing, painting, photographic processes, moving 
image, textile based work , 2D and 3D processes and installation work. 
Your work must be bought in on the first week of term and you will 
present your outcomes to the group. 



A Sense of Place
Possible starting points:
- Buildings, architecture, architectural details, 

cityscapes, urban landscapes, London
- Home, Interiors, objects in the home, 

mundane, everyday objects
- Routines, everyday activities
- Family, everyday life, special events, how 

people interact with places, your place 
within the family

- Natural Landscapes, sea, sky, natural forms
- History – historical events in one place, a 

place over time, erosion/decay over time
- Feelings, how places make you feel– links to 

literature/movies
- Relationship between function and form
- Composition – placement of elements, 

balance, juxtaposition
- Culture, cultural places, cultural events –

what’s it like living in a certain place at 
specific times?  Cultural values, youth 
culture….

- Maps – patterns and shapes

Use online sites 
to help you 
research ideas 
and different 
artists.   

Things to do:
- In depth mindmap exploring the theme – including 

drawing/images
- Moodboard of images relating to areas of interest
- Multiple observational drawings (use primary and 

secondary sources)
- Minimum of 3 different Artist research pages (include 

study of artists’ work and personal responses, which 
experiment different ideas and materials where 
possible)

- Minimum of 2 pieces of work that explore the idea of ‘A 
Sense of Place’ informed by your ideas and research.

Use a sketchbook, 
paper, Powerpoint to 
document.  

This is a great resource for looking at example 
sketchbooks:
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-
sketchbook-ideas

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-sketchbook-ideas


Artists to consider

Photographers:

Christopher Anderson

Stephen Shore – American 
surfaces

John Edmonds

Hannah Starkey

Fay Godwin

Paul Strand

Omar Victor Odil

Bernice Abbot

Artists:

Patrick Caulfield

Valerie Goodwin

Ed Fairburn

Simon Ling

Njideka Akunyili Crosby

Kenturah Davis

Edouard Vuillard

Michael Craig Martin

David Hepher

Sue Charles


